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chapter nine: prescreening older 
adults – Beyond the Basics
You may wish to go beyond a basic 
prescreening to get a better idea of whether 
or not an older adult may be eligible. A 
more detailed prescreening will include an 
assessment of the household’s gross income 
and applicable deductions to determine 
the household’s net income. Outreach 
workers conducting this more advanced 
level of prescreening with an older adult are 
advised to utilize a prescreening tool, such 
as the CalFresh Outreach Excel Calculator 
available online at www.myfoodstamps.org/
screeningtool.html.   

This calculator contains both a Gross Income 
and Net Income section. When prescreening 
an older adult, you can skip the “Gross 
Income Eligibility Test” section and proceed 
to the section titled “Net Income Eligibility 
Test.” This section will prompt you to enter 
information on the individual’s gross monthly 
earned income and then enter in a variety 
of deductions, including earned income 
deduction, dependent care deduction, medical 
expenses, shelter costs, and utilities. 

If the outreach worker determines that the 
client may be eligible (based on meeting the 
net income guidelines for the household), 
and the client wishes to apply for CalFresh 
benefits, much of the information gathered 
in this prescreening can be utilized by the 

outreach worker to help the client complete 
the application.

USDA updates net income guidelines on 
October 1 every year. Check the current 
income guidelines at www.fns.usda.gov/snap/
applicant_recipients/eligibility.htm#income
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