
CALIFORNIA WIC 

PROGRAM: STRENGTHENING 

COMMUNICATION AND 

PARTNERSHIPS

Barbara Longo, MS, RD

Nutrition Standards Branch Chief

California Department of Public Health

Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) Division

Nutrition Services

June 10, 2015



WIC Program Updates

 WIC Program at

a Glance 

 Current Partnership

Initiatives
• Referrals and Collaboration 

• Food Security

• Community Engagement 



WIC Program at a Glance

 650 WIC Centers located in all 

58 counties, every town, many 

street   corners and strip malls 

in major cities

 Over 3,500 staff serve 

approximately1.3 M 

participants each month

 Over 60 percent of infants born 

in California participate in WIC



WIC Referral Information

http://www.cdph.ca.gov/programs/wicworks/Documents/NE/WIC-NE-EdMaterials-

ReferralsHowCanWeSupportYou.pdf



WIC Partnerships

http://www.cdph.ca.gov/programs/wicworks/Documents/NE/WIC-NE-OutreachFlyerCountyDSSOffices-ENSP.pdf

• Monthly meetings to 

discuss collaboration 

efforts

• Program promotion 

such as “CalFresh

Awareness” month

• Easily accessible links 

on each other’s 

websites



Common Bond: Food Security

Increase in the child’s fruit 

and vegetable cash value 

amount from $6 to $8

Healthier Choices
1% and nonfat milk for:

• Children over 2 years old 

• All women  participants



Community Engagement: 

Regional Breastfeeding Liaison

Breastfeeding experts positioned to establish or 

strengthen partnerships with local community 

organizations providing services to the WIC 

population



California WIC Technology

What’s on the horizon?

* Implement Electronic Benefit Transfer (EBT)

* Develop a new Management Information 

System (MIS) 

* eWIC is the term for both the EBT and the 

MIS projects. 



California eWIC Timeline 



For More Information

Contact

Barbara Longo, MS, RD at

Barbara.longo@cdph.ca.gov

Or call 916.928.8806

mailto:Barbara.longo@cdph.ca.gov

