
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

   
 
 
 
April 6, 2016 
 
 
ALL COUNTY INFORMATION NOTICE NO. I-23-16  
 
 
TO:    ALL COUNTY WELFARE DIRECTORS  
    ALL CalWORKs PROGRAM COORDINATORS  
    ALL CALFRESH PROGRAM SPECIALISTS  
    ALL CONSORTIUM PROJECT MANAGERS  
    ALL WELFARE TO WORK COORDINATORS  
 
 
SUBJECT:  CALIFORNIA WORK OPPORTUNITY AND RESPONSIBILITY TO KIDS 

(CALWORKs) PROGRAM: INSTRUCTIONS FROM THE DEPARTMENT 
OF CHILD SUPPORT SERVICES (DCSS) REGARDING SEMI-ANNUAL 
REPORTING (SAR) AND CHILD SUPPORT COLLECTION 

 
 
REFERENCES: CSSP LETTER 16-07, DATED MARCH 1, 2016 AND ALL COUNTY 

LETTER (ACL) NO. 12-25, DATED MAY 17, 2012. 
 
 
The purpose of this letter is to ensure that County Welfare Departments (CWDs) are 
aware of a letter recently released by the DCSS.  CSSP Letter No. 16-07, released on 
March 1, 2016 (attached), discusses the effect SAR rules have on child support 
collections as individuals are not required to be removed from the CalWORKs 
assistance unit mid-period.  Specifically, under SAR rules a child can leave one parent's 
home mid-period and move into the other parent's home while still remaining aided in 
the first parent's home for the remainder of the SAR period.  As a result, the second 
parent continues to be obliged to comply with the current child support order, despite 
the fact that the second parent now has custody.  CSSP Letter No. 16-07 describes 
what actions the Local Child Support Agencies (LCSA) can take in order to suppress 
child support enforcement actions when a change of custody is deemed to have taken 
place.  
 
Under SAR rules, all household composition changes are considered voluntary mid-
period reports and are not cause for decreasing the grant mid-period.  Even if a parent 
reports that a child left the home, counties must continue to aid the child on that case 
until the end of the SAR period, unless the parent specifically requests discontinuance 

            

REASON FOR THIS TRANSMITTAL 
s

[  ]  State Law Change 
[  ]  Federal Law or Regulation 
 Change 
[  ]  Court Order 
[  ]  Clarification Requested by 
  One or More Counties 
[X] Initiated by CDSS 
 

http://www.childsup.ca.gov/Portals/0/resources/docs/policy/css/2016/cssp16-07.pdf
http://www.dss.cahwnet.gov/lettersnotices/entres/getinfo/acl/2012/12-25.pdf
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or if the second parent requests aid for that child in a separate CalWORKs case.  (See 
ACL 12-25 for a complete description of the SAR reporting rules.) 
 
NOTE:  This is not an issue with Annual Reporting/Child Only (AR/CO) cases because 
household composition changes are mandatory reports under AR/CO and shall be 
acted on at the end of the month in which the change occurred.  (See ACL 12-49 for 
more information regarding AR/CO reporting requirements.) 
 
For questions regarding this letter, please contact your county's CalWORKs Eligibility 
analyst directly, or call the CalWORKs Eligibility Bureau main line at (916) 654-1322. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Original Document Signed By: 
 
KÄREN DICKERSON, Chief 
CalWORKs Employment and Eligibility Branch 
 
Attachment 








