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To: ALL COUNTY WELFARE DIRECTORS Letter No: 16-01 
ALL COUNTY LETTER Letter No: 16-03 
ALL COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICERS 
ALL COUNTY MEDI-CAL PROGRAM SPECIALISTS/LIAISONS 

SUBJECT: Foster Care and Medical Assistance for California's Unaccompanied 
Refugee Minors Program 

The Department of Health Care Services (DHCS) and the California Department of 
Social Services (COSS) are issuing this joint letter for the purpose of clarifying Medi-Cal 
eligibility for youth in the Unaccompanied Refugee Minors (URM) Program. 

URM Program Background 
The URM Program provides culturally and linguistically appropriate child welfare, foster 
care, and independent living services to minors, who do not have parents in the United 
States (U.S.), or who enter the U.S. unaccompanied by a parent, an immediate adult 
relative, or an adult having documentable legal evidence of custody of the minor. These 
youth enter the U.S. several different ways, but are designated into the URM Program 
by the federal Office of Refugee Resettlement (ORR) and are eligible for the URM 
Program based on their status as a refugee, asylee, Cuban/Haitian entrant, victim of 
human trafficking, or because they have been granted a Special Immigrant Juvenile 
Status or a U-Visa. These youth do not enter the state's child welfare system, because 
they are usually not removed from the home due to abuse or neglect, or through a 
voluntary agreement. 

California has two URM Program service providers, who contract with COSS: Catholic 
Charities of Santa Clara County (CCSCC) and Crittenton Services for Children and 
Families (Crittenton) in Orange County. Both service providers place URM youth with 
certified foster parents in the counties surrounding Santa Clara County and Orange 
County. 

The URM Program and Legal Responsibility 
Unlike state foster care, ORR regulations do not require an URM youth be placed in the 
care and custody of the state. ORR regulations require states to ensure legal 
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URM Program services commence for the youth. CCSCC or Crittenton must provide a 
copy of the approval or verification letter confirming an URM youth's status when 
applying for Medi-Cal on behalf of a youth in the URM Program. Form MC 250, along 
with the approval or verification letter confirming an URM youth's status. is sufficient to 
enroll the youth in aid code 45. 

Once an URM youth reaches age 18 or older, and elects to participate in extended 
foster care (placement in foster care between ages 18 and 21 ), an URM youth should 
remain in aid code 45. If an URM youth exits from foster care at any time after age 18, 
or reaches age 21 while participating in extended foster care, treat this scenario as a 
change of circumstance and enroll the individual in the Former Foster Youth Medi-Cal 
program utilizing aid code 4M. 

Similar to aid code 45, aid code 4M also provides full-scope Medi-Cal benefits, is 
voluntary for managed care enrollment in non-COHS counties, and only requires a 
simplified non-income annual continuing state residency validation as outlined in All 
County Welfare Directors' Letter (ACWDL) 14-41, once eligibility is established. 
Coverage under aid code 4M ends when an individual reaches age 26. For more 
information on the Former Foster Youth Medi-Cal Program, please refer to ACWDL 14-
41 : http://www.d hes. ca. gov/services/med i-ca 1/eligibility/Documents/ACWD L2014/ 14-
41. pdf.

If you have any questions regarding the URM Program, or related clarification provided 
in this letter, please direct your inquiry to Camille Ancona, Manager, Funding, and Data 
Unit, by phone at (916) 653-7785 or by e-mail at Camille.Ancona@dss.ca.gov. For 
questions related to Medi-Cal, please direct your inquiry to Harold Higgins, Chief, Policy 
Operations Branch, by phone at (916) 322-5214 or by e-mail at 
Harold.Hiqqins@dhcs.ca.gov. 

Sincerely, 

-��JL_a_ �\,�,<V/
Todd R. Bland 
Deputy Director 
Welfare to Work Division 
California Department of Social Services 

Enclosure 

Rene Mallow. MSN, RN 
Deputy Director 
Health Care Benefits and Eligibility 
California Department of Health Care Services 
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