
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

   
 
February 10, 2012 
 
 
ALL COUNTY INFORMATION NOTICE NO. I-08-12 
 
 
TO:   ALL COUNTY WELFARE DIRECTORS 

ALL CalWORKs PROGRAM SPECIALISTS 
 ALL TRIBAL TANF ADMINISTRATORS 
 ALL TRIBAL TANF PROGRAM COORDINATORS 
 
 
SUBJECT:   ANNUAL FEE FOR CHILD SUPPORT CASES 
 
The purpose of the All County Information Notice (ACIN) is to provide county welfare 
departments (CWDs) with information regarding the Department of Child Support Services 
(DCSS) assessment of a $25 annual fee collected from the custodial party (CP) in cases 
that have never received cash aid (never-assisted).  We are providing this information to 
county and Tribal TANF staff so they are aware that this fee will not be assessed on 
CalWORKs or Tribal TANF cases. 

In the Federal Deficit Reduction Act of 2005, Public Law 109-171, all states were 
instructed to impose a $25 annual service fee to never-assisted families where the CP has 
received $500 or more in child support payments during the previous federal fiscal year.  
The mandate went into effect January 1, 2008.  Until now, the state has paid this cost. 
However, as of October 1, 2010, the state will no longer pay the fee on behalf of families.   

Beginning October 1, 2011, and every October 1 thereafter, DCSS will assess a $25 
annual service fee to all never-assisted cases that meet the criteria for fee assessment. 
The service fee will be withheld from the never-assisted CP’s next child support 
payment(s) until the $25 is fully recovered.  Although the first disbursement(s) paid to the 
CP on or after October 1 will be reduced by $25, the non-CP will get full credit for the 
amount of the child support collection received. 

Individuals who are currently receiving or have ever received Temporary Assistance for 
Needy Families (TANF), in California or another state, or Tribal TANF are exempted 
from having to pay the annual fee.  Also exempted are CPs who have already paid an 
annual fee in another state during the same year.  Attached to this ACIN is a copy of 
the notice sent to affected individuals by the DCSS.    
 

REASON FOR THIS TRANSMITTAL 

[  ] State Law Change 
[  ] Federal Law or Regulation 
 Change 
[  ] Court Order 
[  ] Clarification Requested by 
  One or More Counties 
[x] Initiated by CDSS 
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If you have any questions, please contact the following representatives:  
For questions regarding this ACIN, contact your CalWORKs Eligibility County 
Consultant.  Tribal Staff, contact your CDSS Tribal TANF consultant.  Other individuals 
with questions regarding the annual fee should be referred to DCSS at 1-866-901-3212 
for more information, or its website at: 
http://www.childsup.ca.gov/Home/tabid/36/Default.aspx, for answers to questions 
regarding this fee. 

Sincerely, 
 
Original Document Signed by  
 
KÄREN DICKERSON, Chief 
Employment and Eligibility Branch 
 
C:  CWDA 
 
Attachment    
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