STATE OF CALIFORMIA—HEALTH AND WELFARE AGEMNCY

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES
744 P Street, Sacramento, CA 95814

March 1, 1990

ALL-COUNTY INFORMATION NOTICE NO. I-12-90

TO: ALL COUNTY WELFARE DIRECTORS
ALL CHILD WELFARE SERVICES PROGRAM MANAGERS

SUBJECT: AB 2268 and SB 1466

This is to inform you of recently enacted legislation that
affects your county. AB 2268 (Bates) and SB 1466 (Seymour) were
signed into law on October 2, 1989,

A. AB 2268 {(Bates)

Chapter 1437, Statutes of 1989, provides the statutory authority
to place dependent children of the court with special health care
needs in foster care. Specifically, this law requires:

1. The State Department of Social Services (SDSS) to develop a
statewide program, conducted by County Welfare Departments
(CWDs', to provide foster care homes for children with
special health care needs,

2. Placement of no more than two children (or three children
under specified conditions) in a speciazlized foster care
home. As specified in Section 17710(i) of AB 2268, a
"tSpecialized foster care home'! means any licensed foster
family home or certified family home where the foster parents
have been trained to provide specialized in-home health care
to foster children.”

2. CWDs to develop comprehensive plans to place children with
special health care needs in foster care, These plans must
be submitted to SDSS and the State Department of Health
Services (SDHS) by April 1, 1990, and must include the
following:

a. Procedures for developing individualized health care
plans and individualized health care plan teams for
children with special health care needs.




Provision for appropriate child welfare services.

Procedures for both preplacement and ongoing training by
health care professionals for foster parents or
bioclcocgical parents.

Provision for monitoring of specialized foster care
homes.,

Provision for reassessment of individualized health care
plans.

Provision for county coordination of sources of funding
and services available to children with special health
care needs,

4. A CWD that has not submitted a plan by April 1, 1990, cannot
make placements of children with special health care needs
until the CWD has submitted the plan. Please send your plan

to:

Mr. Wesley A. Beers, Chief

Family and Children's Services Policy Bureau
Department of Social Services

744 P, Street, M.S. 9~-103

Sacramento, Calif. 95814

Tnere are local agencies, such as County Health Departments,
County Alcohol and Drug Programs, and various community
hospitals, that may be interested in working with you in the
development of your plans.

We would welcome additional information from the CWDs to assist
ug in the formulation of operational guidelines regarding
placement of children with special health care needs and
recruitment of specialized foster parents. We are particularly
interested in any of the following information, if available:

A copy of the curriculum used to train the foster
parents;

Information regarding the background/qualifications of
the trainersgs;

A definition of what constitutes completed training for
the foster parent who will be providing specialized in-
home health care,

A descripticn of the population to be served--i.e.,
conditions associated with children requiring mediecal in-
home health care.




- The amount{s) to be paid to the specialized foster family
home and the circumstances under which a particular home
receives a particular rate.

B. SB 1466 (Seymour)

Chapter 1175, Statutes of 1989, amends the Health and Safety code
to allow the placement of children with spécial medical needs in
foster family homes,

1. In-home medical care and home and community-based services
may be provided in the foster family homes by a licensed home
health agency.

2. The SDHS determines when the in-home care is medically
appropriate,.

2. The SDHS defines children with special medical needs, for the
purpose of identifying those children who are to receive
services.

4, The law limits placement of children with special medical
needs to a maximum of two of these children in a single
licensed foster family home at one time.

o} This law does not create a new licensing category, but
rather limits the placement %o two children with special
medical needs in a single licensed home.

o Community Care Licensing (CCL) will be issuing
regulations that limit placement of children with special
medical needs, as defined in this law. This has no
effect on the placement status of other children in the
home, as long as the licensed limit i1s not exceeded.

Attached you will find copies of the two laws summarized in this
letter. Please czll Kirsten Salomon at (916) 3323-8868 if you
have any questions regarding this letter or the attached
legislation.

OREN D. SUTER
Deputy Director
Adult and Family Services

Attachments

ce:  County Welfare Directors Association
Elisabeth H. Lyman, S3.D.H.3.
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