STATE OF CALIFORNIA—HEALTH AND WELFARE AGENCY PETE WILSON, Governor

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES
744 P Street, Sacramento, CA 95814

Merch 12, 1997

REASON FOR THIS TRANSMITTAL

[ ] State Law Change

[ ] Federal Law or Regulation
Change

ALL COUNTY INFORMATION NOTICE NO. 1-15-97 [ ] Court Order

[ ] Clarification Requested by
One or More Counties

[ X] Initiated by CDSS

TO: ALL COUNTY WELFARE DIRECTORS
ALL CHIEF PROBATION OFFICERS
ALL COUNTY VETERANS SERVICE OFFICERS

SUBJECT:  BENEFITS FOR VETERANS' CHILDREN IN FOSTER CARE

The purpose of this letter is to provide information on the potential availability of benefits
from the United States Department of Veterans Affairs (USDVA) for veterans' children in foster
care. -

The USDVA provides benefits to veterans and their families pursuant to 38 United States
Code, Chapters 11, 15 and 35. Some of these benefits may be available to veterans' children
placed in foster care. The primary benefits involve assistance payments for eligible children of
service-connected disabled veterans, non-service-connected pension veterans, and incarcerated
veterans who would otherwise be in receipt of benefits. Payments would be made by USDVA
on behalf of the child to an appointed fiduciary. When eligible foster children are dependents
and/or wards of the court, the county welfare department should become the designated
fiduciary.

The county welfare departments’ eligibility workers must complete form CA-5 for any
child placed in foster care, when that child is the son/daughter of a veteran. The completed CA-35
must be sent to the local County Veterans Service Office.

Any Veterans Affairs money collected on behalf of a foster child would be considered
current income. As such, any amount collected should be abated on the appropriate assistance
claim by following the instructions listed in Manual of Policy and Procedures, Division
25-740.8.




County Veterans Service Office.

c.

If you have any questions concerning foster care benefits, contact your Foster Care Policy
Consultant at (916) 323-1263. If you have questions about Veterans Benefits, contact your local

CWDA

Sincerely,

KELLY, Deputy Director
Children and Family Services Division




