
STATE OF CALIFORNIA - HEAL TH AND WELFARE AGENCY 

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES 

July 30 1979 

ALL-COUNTY LETTER NO. 79-47 

TO: /\LL COUNTY WELFARE DIRECT'.lRS 

SUBJECT: FOOD STA!!P PROr.RAI! 

STATE UTILITY STANDARD REFERENCE: 

EDMUND G. BROWN JR., GOVERNOR 

The purpose of this letter is to provide c.U1rifLcation on 1JSL' of tl1e stat0 
utility stanrlard. The instructions conta.ined in this lettt:r will_ be µrornul­
gated as re�ulAtions in the near f11ture. 

Apply uti1 i.ty i:lllowances as fol.lows: 

1. In ac.cordanc:e with federal requirements each food sta1up household wbicii
is entitled to tt1e state utility stan<lard will receive the total standard
even if the residence is shared with others.

2. Actnal 11tility cost will be allowed 'Nl\1::11:

a. the food st;11np iinusehnld does not inclrr fHe1 costs sepiJr::1.te fro111
rent ur mort;;,1;;e, or

b. tiic food stamp liou::>el\oLJ':-..; vcririvd sl1.1rt; uf tile acl11;Jl utility
cx1wnses exceeds Llir: standard. If llH·: food :;t,,-lmp hout.">L·.\iold C,HH\Ol
V t-•rify their sliare of dctllal r.o,,ts tht>J 'Nill nut 1>e entitled t,,
the.� 11til ity dednclion on that ha.,is until verifi.cc:ition is prodw:,:d
(:1annal Section 63-'H)0.51')), and i.f -'1Pt)I icd.h.11• tlie household

1..Jill be entitled Lo restoration nf lusl beneflts i11 accurr.J.1no,
witi1 11arnid! Secti:111 (>3-:10'2. Provid,,:i Li1,1t t·\\e l10t1!->c:i1olll is
1;.•ntitled to tht> :-;ta1\1:,1rt! tl\('Y sht1l l h,1vc the :;;t_,ind:1rJ ;1\ !1iv.'.1nce
used unl:il vvrific.dt..i.:HJ 1i:' act11al c1ists ic.; (1bt. lir1!'.d.

3. Proration of utility l'.·,q11_•n;>('.'.i d111u11·; indlvi.lt1:1ls ·v;ill on1y occur wli,�n

,,1. the food st.amp ltlH1St:lH)1d c]·llrns actudl cn!·.>ls in exc1.''"S of_ t!1e 
standard, e:111d 

b.
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4. Use the telephone standard only when the food stamp household has a

telephone and is not entitled to the overall standard. If the actual
basic telephone rate exceeds the telephone standard, allow the actual.

Please refer to the attached chart for additional clarification. 

If you should have any further questions regarding this infonnation, 

please contact your Food Stamp Program Operations analyst at (916) 322-5475. 

Sincerely, 

�,�-.��� 
Deputy Director 

Welfare Program Operations Division 

Attachment 

cc: CWDA 




