STATE OF CALIFORMIA—HEALTH AND WELFARE AGENCY

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES
T44 P Street, Sacramento, CA 95814

August 15, 1991

ALL, COUNTY LETTER NO. 91~ 82
TO: ALL. COUNTY WELFARE DIRECTORS

SUBJECT: HOMELESS ASSISTANCE PROGRAM -~ TEMPORARY RESTRAINING ORDER IN THE
LANGSTON V. CARLSON COURT CASE

REFERENCE: MPP 44-211.514
ACi, No. 91-58 and Its Errata

On August 14, 1991 the Superior Court of Sacramento County issued a temporary
restraining order pertaining to ACL No. 91-58 and its errata. This errata
contained implementation provisions concerning the new 24 month period of
ineligibility following receipt of homeless assistance. The court has not yet
decided whether the policy announced in the errata can be enforced. It will make
this decision on August 23, 1991 when it hears plaintiffs' motion for a
preliminary injunction. In the meantime, effective August 15, 1991, it ordered
the Department to instruct counties to hold any request for homeless assistance
benefits received from a family which had also received homeless assistance
benefits more than 12 months but less than 24 months previously. These requests
are to be held without taking any action until the court rules on the injunction.
At that time, we will Instruct you whether these requests are to be approved or
denied. A copy of the court's order is attached.

This "temporary hold" only pertains to cases which meet all requirements for
homeless assistance except for the 24 month rule. For instance, if a Family
received homeless assistance in January 1991, a new request for homeless
assistance benefits would be denied because the family had received benefits
within the last 12 months. However, if the family received homeless assistance in
June 1990, a new request for homeless assistance made on or after August 15, 1991
would come under the "temporary hold." In this latter example, the family had
received homeless assistance benefits more than 12 months but less than 24 months
previously. The "temporary hold" does not apply to any cases denied because of
the 24 month rule prior to August 15, 1991,




The counties must give a notice to all cases affected by the temporary restraining
order. The following language shall be used in the notice. Counties may add
additional information {(e.g., a contact peraon for questions) as necessary.

"IMPORTANT NOTICE"

"We can't grant or deny your request for homeless aid yet because there is a new
law, It says you can only get homeless aid once every 24 months. You got
homeless aid less than 24 months ago. The new law might apply to you. A court
should decide on August 23, 1991. Until then we will hold on to your request.
When the court decides, we will grant or deny your homeless aid, and let you
know."

If you have any questions about this temporary restraining order, please contact

. 410RFL, Deputy Director
Welfare Program Division
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CURTIS CHILD

Lagal Services of Northern California
816 - la2th Straat

sacramantn, California $5B14

(916) 444-6760

ALAN LIEBRERMAN

Lagal Services of Northarn California
%41 Nermal Avenue

Chion, California 95927

{916) I43-9491

VERONIXA XOT

Leagal Ald sociaety or Alameda County
22531 wWatkins 3treet

Hayward, california 94541

(415) 444=6717

JODIE BERGER

Contra Costa legal Servicem Foundation
1017 MacDonald Avenue

P.O. Box 2289

Richmond, California 94802

{415) 233=9954

TEL MO:91g 327
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TC: DEIFENDANT LONNIZ CARLSON:

Based on the declarations, axhibits and othar supporting
papers subnitted by the parties, and upen the argusents of
counsal,

YOU ARE HEREBY ORDYRED 70 SHOW CAUSE AT _ 0 .M. oN

A\’;VS" 3-3. 1991 or as scon thersafter as counsel may be heard in
Department 37 of the abovesentitled Court, located at 720 Ninth
Street, Bacramento, Califernia $5814, why you, Yyour agants,
servants, enployees, successors in interast and all those acting
in concert with you, should not ba rastrained and anjoined pending
trial of this action from:

1. Applying the two ysar disqualification period in Welf.
and Inst. Code § 11450(f)(2)(E), as amandaa by BB 724, Stats.
1991, oh. 97, §6, to tha recaipt of Ald to families With Depsndant
cnildren ("AF¥DC") homslaess assistance prior to August 1, 1991, e
as to deny benefits to othervise eligibla applicants for homslsss
assistance;

2. Implementing any regulation or policy interpretation
vhich would result in the application of the tuwo-yaar
disqualification rule to the receipt of ArbPC homeless assistancs
prier to August 1, 1981.

3. Psiling to notify and to sacure the compliance of aach
and every county vclfart dspartment vith the provisions of this
ordar.

PPNDING THE HEARING on ths above order to show causa, you,
your agents, servants, employees, SUcCCassors in intarest and all
th&sa acting in concert with you, ARE HERERY TEMPORARILY ENJOINED

FROM:
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1. Peiling to instruct all county welfare departments by
August 15, 1951, that they are ordered to accept and restain
applications for AFDC Homelasg Asgigtance from otherwise eligible
applicants whose applicaticns cannot be approved becausa of the
Department’s interpretation of the 24-month disqualirication
pericd:

2. railing to instruct all county welfare departments by
August 15, 1991 that they are ordered to notify all appllcants
described in paragraph (1) that their applications for Homelass
Asgistance shall be held and not acted upon until further order of
this Court.

This order to show causc must be aserved on defendants no
later than August 14, 1991, and proof of service shall be filed no
latar than Auguet 16, 1981. Plaintiffs may file supplemental
papere and exhibits by August 16, 1991. Defendante’ response
ahall ba filed and servad by August 21, 1991.

Dated: Auquet}l{_, 1091

RONALD B. ROBIE

Ronald B. Roblae
Judga of the Suparior Court




