
CACFP— Stay 
Connected 
Quarterly 
Webinar
July 30, 2025



Welcome 
everyone!



Use of Artificial Intelligence (AI) Tools

The California Department of Social Services (CDSS) is 
committed to upholding privacy and confidentiality laws 

and policies that protect all virtual meeting participants. To 
address this commitment effectively, CDSS’ Information 

Security & Privacy Office has blocked the use of AI 
applications during virtual meetings. AI applications 

include, but are not limited to, those used to record and 
take notes. 



Webinar Tips & Reminders 
• Audience will be muted. 
• Captions are enabled 
• You can turn off captions at any point during the 

webinar by selecting Hide Captions from the Zoom 
control bar 

• This presentation will be available on the web page 
along with other resources after the webinar 

• Questions should be asked through the Q&A feature 



Hi!
I’m Cathy Hardin, CACFP 
Community Nutrition 
Programs Bureau Chief at the 
California Department of Social 
Services 



THANK YOU
to the CACFP—Stay 
Connected Webinar 
Production Team! 



CHECK-IN

What are the CDSS CACFP resources 
you have recently utilized?

Let us know in the chat!



Agenda

● CACFP News
● Meet the Resource Teams
● Scavenger Hunt



CACFP News
CACFP Branch updates and news 
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Celebrating the CACFP 
Community

2024 Turnip the Beet Award Winners Announced!

● Hesperia USD 
● Lawndale Elementary SD
● Lodi USD 
● Manteca USD 
● Menifee Union SD
● Morongo USD
● Rialto USD
● Rowland USD
● Fullerton SD

● San Luis Coastal USD
● San Ysidro Elementary SD
● Centralia Elementary SD 
● Kern High SD
● Moreno Valley USD
● Romoland SD
● Santa Cruz City Schools
● Val Verde USD
● Yuba City USD



CACFP News and Updates (1)

● New Eligibility Guidelines and New CACFP 
Reimbursement Rates are published (effective July 2025 
- June 2026)

● Fiscal Viability Appraisal (FVA) submissions begin on 
August 1, 2025 - Sponsoring organizations will receive an 
email with information and upload directions

● Annual Renewal process deadline is August 31, 2025

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/03/13/2025-03821/child-nutrition-programs-income-eligibility-guidelines#p-15
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/07/24/2025-13892/child-and-adult-care-food-program-national-average-payment-rates-day-care-home-food-service-payment
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/07/24/2025-13892/child-and-adult-care-food-program-national-average-payment-rates-day-care-home-food-service-payment


CACFP News and Updates (2)
● Administrative Reviews will be conducted primarily remotely 

during the 2025-26 program year. You will be notified if your 
agency is scheduled for an AR.

● Launching Farm to CACFP DCH Provider Survey – Aug 20, info 
session on Aug 19

● Hosting six in-person CACFP Meal Pattern Crediting workshops 
in August and September. Register here

https://survey.alchemer.com/s3/8308868/2025-CACFP-Meal-Pattern-Crediting-Academy-Workshop-Registration
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/ubVevsAoSlGHAn4WYd1a9w#/registration


CACFP Roundtable Conference
● Disabilities and Dietary Preferences
● Cultivating Connections: 2025 California Farm to CACFP Census Results
● Best Practices for Surveys: From Design to Deliverable
● Partnering for Impact: Advancing the CDSS’ CACFP Engagement Plan 

and Building Community Partnerships Together
● Power in Partnership: Elevating Data Quality Through Meaningful 

Engagement
● Plan for Your Next Day Care Home Administrative Review
● Fiscal Viability Appraisal (FVA) Requirements
● Tips for a Successful Administrative Review



Resource Team 
Introductions

Meet our teams that develop operator 
resources!
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Web Team
Presented by:

Tim De Herrera



CACFP Home 
Page

https://cdss.ca.gov/cacfp


Resources 
Web Page

https://cdss.ca.gov/cacfp/resources


Web Team Contact 
CACFPWebTeam@dss.ca.gov

Contact the CACFP Web Team for these issues with web pages:
● Incorrect or outdated information
● Links that do not work
● CACFP web pages that will not load correctly

mailto:CACFPWebTeam@dss.ca.gov


Resources Web Page (1)
Listed by topic/category:

• Child and Adult Care Food Program
• Operations and Support
• Program Guidance
• CACFP Meal Patterns
• Fiscal and Reimbursements
• Procurement
• Training and Professional 

Development

https://cdss.ca.gov/cacfp/resources#CACFP
https://cdss.ca.gov/cacfp/resources#OS
https://cdss.ca.gov/cacfp/resources#PG
https://cdss.ca.gov/cacfp/resources#MP
https://cdss.ca.gov/cacfp/resources#FR
https://cdss.ca.gov/cacfp/resources#PROC
https://cdss.ca.gov/cacfp/resources#TPD


Resources Web Page (2)

Listed by topic/category:

• CACFP Bulletins
• Archived Management Bulletins
• Program Data
• Other Nutrition Programs
• Grants and Funding Opportunities
• Contact Us

https://cdss.ca.gov/cacfp/resources#CACFP-B
https://cdss.ca.gov/cacfp/resources#AMB
https://cdss.ca.gov/cacfp/resources#PD
https://cdss.ca.gov/cacfp/resources#ONP
https://cdss.ca.gov/cacfp/resources#GFO
https://cdss.ca.gov/cacfp/resources#CU


Community 
Announcements Team

Presented by: Kaylie Nguyen



What are the differences?
CACFP Bulletins Community Announcements
● The formal publication 

of CDSS CACFP policy
● New CACFP Bulletins are 

announced with a 
community 
announcement that 
directs readers to the 
bulletin PDF

● The method of 
communicating 
announcements to 
CACFP partners

● This includes 
announcement of CACFP 
Bulletins



• CACFP Bulletins 
web page 

• View bulletins by 
calendar year

Where to find 
CACFP 
Bulletins

https://www.cdss.ca.gov/cacfp/resources/child-and-adult-care-food-program-bulletins


Sign up for 
Community 
Announcements
Sign up through the 
CACFP main web page

https://cdss.us6.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=c5849c090f3da6a73cb266b9d&id=e2597fde3c


Where to find Community 
Announcements

Community announcements come 
from the email address 
CACFPinfo@dss.ca.gov

 You can view the email in browser 
and navigate to “Past Issues”

mailto:CACFPinfo@dss.ca.gov
https://cdss.us6.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=c5849c090f3da6a73cb266b9d&id=e2597fde3c


Data Team
Presented by: Layla Burgan



Step 1: 
Resources 
Web Page 

https://cdss.ca.gov/cacfp/resources


Step 2: 
Program 

Data

https://cdss.ca.gov/cacfp/resources#PD


Step 3:
Data Resources



Main Data Resources

Published Data 
Reports

Data Requests



Data Reports
● CACFP publishes two main

data reports
○ Impact Report

(published yearly)
○ Data Snapshot

(Published Quarterly)

https://cdss.ca.gov/cacfp/resources/data


Data Requests
Need program data? Use 
the CACFP Data Request 
Center!

https://cdss.ca.gov/cacfp/resources/data-requests


Other Data Team 
Endeavors

Waiver 
Surveys

Continuous 
Quality 

Improvement



CNIPS Team
Presented by: Sana Sarwar 



Child Nutrition 
Information & 
Payment Systems 
(CNIPS) – CACFP 
Program

https://cnips.cde.ca.gov/


CACFP – Forms 
for Downloading



CACFP Forms – Download Forms Overview 1

Note: Not a comprehensive list – visit CNIPS for all forms.



CACFP Forms – Download Forms Overview 2
Administrative Review Guidance Forms (Ensure you have the 
latest versions before an upcoming review)

These specific sponsor type forms help 
sponsors prepare documentation for their 

Administrative Review. 



CPU Forms – Procurement Forms Overview
Downloadable Forms for 
Procurement Services used 
by CACFP operators such as 
center sponsors that 
contracts for good or 
services.

Note: Spanish versions are 
available for use. 



Day Care Home (DCH) Sponsor Forms 
Overview

Used by:
Day Care Home (DCH) Sponsors to ensure 
program and monitoring requirements



Tips for Managing Your CACFP Forms
 Keep a digital folder by category (budget, meal 

counts, audits)
 Always check the revision date before using a form
 Save a blank copy and a filled-out version for your 

records
 Reference CNIPS regularly for updated versions



Nutrition 
Training Team

Presented by:
Stephanie Salazar and Courtney Hardoin



Policy, Web Pages, 
Technical Assistance

Training Resources



CACFP Training Web Page

https://cdss.ca.gov/cacfp/training


CACFP Training Requirements 
Bulletin

● CDSS-CACFP-02-2023: Training Requirements in the 
CACFP Bulletin

● Outlines requirements for:
○ Operator responsibilities for training CACFP staff
○ CDSS responsibilities for training CACFP 

Operators

https://cdss.ca.gov/Portals/13/CACFP/CACFP%20Bulletin%20No_%202023-02_1.pdf?ver=2024-03-13-140334-167


In-Person and Online Options

Training Opportunities



In-Person Nutrition Training

● CACFP 101
● CACFP Meal Pattern Crediting Academy workshops
● Child Care Meal Quality Forums
● Child Care Physical Activity Forums



Online Training

● CDSS Bright Track (BT): Online training platform 
with interactive courses 

● 65 courses available to provide guidance on 
operating the CACFP and serving healthy and 
appealing meals CDSS BT

https://cdssbrighttrack.com/


CDSS BT Course Features

● Courses are available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week
● Each course is available in English and Spanish: Video and written 

transcript
● All courses include an interactive online presentation and quiz –

some also include a workbook to support key learning points
● Users earn a certificate of completion after passing the quiz and 

submitting an evaluation



Courses Include…
● CACFP Annual Mandatory Training
● Civil Rights
● How to Master the CACFP AR
● Performance Standards
● Procurement
● Meal Counting, Claiming, and 

Documentation

● Recordkeeping
● Enrollment
● Eligibility
● Maintaining a Nonprofit 

Food Service Program
● Food Safety
● CACFP Meal Patterns

And many more courses on nutrition, operations, administration, 
food service, communications, and marketing topics! 



Accessing the BT Site

Spanish
English



Log In or Create an Account



Tutorials for New Users

Quick Start Guide

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_TcEHV2QMlME7tNfnZhAx25GGm4C4fAc1o0erp05mHU/edit?pli=1&tab=t.0


Search for Courses by Topic!

https://cdssbrighttrack.com/all-courses/


CDSS BT Online Assistance

Select the Contact menu to submit a Help Desk ticket to the Bright 
Track Help Desk Team

Select the Help menu for answers to frequently asked questions

https://cdssbrighttrack.com/contact/
https://cdssbrighttrack.com/help/


CACFP Training Questions

CDSS CACFP Training Team:
CACFPTraining@dss.ca.gov

mailto:CACFPTraining@dss.ca.gov


Meal Pattern Team

Presented by: Cintya Loreto



Meal Patterns Web Page

https://cdss.ca.gov/cacfp/cacfp-meal-patterns


Meal Pattern and Crediting Pages (1)

● Determining Creditable Grains - Provides guidance on
crediting grain products in the CACFP.

● Determining Whole Grain-Rich Products - Provides guidance
for identifying creditable (WGR) items in the CACFP.

● Crediting Grains as Oz Eq - Provides guidance on determining
the amount of creditable grains present in a food item,
product, or recipe using oz eq.

https://cdss.ca.gov/cacfp/resources/determining-creditable-grain-products-in-the-cacfp
https://cdss.ca.gov/cacfp/resources/determining-whole-grain-rich-products-in-the-cacfp
https://cdss.ca.gov/cacfp/resources/crediting-grains-using-ounce-equivalents


Meal Pattern and Crediting Pages (2)
● Determining Creditable Cheeses - Provides guidance for 

serving creditable cheeses in the CACFP.

● Crediting Smoothies - Provides smoothie recipes and guidance 
on crediting fruit, vegetable, milk, and yogurt smoothies served 
as part of reimbursable meals and snacks in the CACFP.

● Crediting Luncheon and Other Processed M/MAs - Provides 
guidance for crediting luncheon and other processed M/MA in 
the CACFP.



Meal Pattern and Crediting Pages (3)
● Meal Modifications - Provides guidance on how to

accommodate meal modifications for both participants with
disabilities and those with dietary preferences that are not
related to a disability.

● Documenting a Menu with Serving Sizes - Provides guidance
to child care and adult day care centers on documenting
serving sizes on menus.

● Fluid Milk Exemption Requests - Provides guidance on
requesting a fluid milk exemption during a temporary or
continuing emergency.



Meal Pattern and Crediting Pages (4)
● Food Buying Guide Calculator Steps - Provides the steps for 

using the USDA FBG Calculator to determine required 
quantities of foods to purchase to meet the meal pattern 
requirements.

● Introducing Solids to Infants - Provides guidance on assessing 
an infant's developmental readiness for solid foods, engaging 
communications with parents or guardians about offering 
solids, and understanding infant eating habits for all CNP 
operators.



Meal Pattern Resources Poll 
● What topics related to meal pattern and crediting do you want 

to learn more about?
○ Shelf Stable Meals for Emergencies
○ Vegetarian and Vegan Meals
○ Cultural Foods
○ How to Spot a Grain-Based Dessert
○ Other

● Optional: If Other was selected above, enter the meal pattern 
or crediting topic you would like to learn more about. (Short 
answer)



Meal Pattern Technical 
Assistance

For meal pattern and nutrition questions:
CACFP Nutrition Team at CACFPMealPatterns@dss.ca.gov

mailto:Patterns@dss.ca.gov


Scavenger Hunt
Let’s practice what we’ve learned!
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Instructions for Scavenger Hunt

01

Open the 
website

02

Listen for the 
prompt

03

Look through 
our web 

pages

04

1st to 
share their 
path wins!



CACFP Webinar 
Resources

Find the 
following 
web page:

https://cdss.ca.gov/cacfp/news-events/webinar-resources


https://cdss.ca.gov/cacfp/news-events/webinar-resources

Which path did you take?



Which of the following best represents 
the work of your organization?

Poll Question 1



How satisfied were you with this 
webinar?

Poll Question 2



Did you find the information shared 
during the webinar helpful?

Poll Question 3



Will you join us for our next webinar?

Poll Question 4



SAVE THE DATE
CACFP—Stay Connected 
Quarterly Webinar
October 29, 2025
2:00 – 3:30 p.m.



Resources for 
Questions and 

Technical 
Assistance

https://cdss.ca.gov/Portals/13/CACFP/CACFP%20Branch%20Inbox%20FlyerREM.pdf?ver=WIKqchGjawETae4vN6nVDg%3d%3d


CACFP Satisfaction Survey

We want 
to hear 

from you!

https://survey.alchemer.com/s3/7750296/CACFP-Branch-Satisfaction-Survey


THANK YOU
This institution is an equal opportunity 

provider
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