
 

 
 

 

 

 

   
 

 

   
 

 

 

Refugee Cash Assistance (RCA) Regulations 

Federal RCA regulations found at 65 Federal Register (FR) 15410 were published in 

FR, Volume 65, Number 56, March 22, 2000 and are effective April 21, 2000. The new 
regulations provide states with options in designing an RCA program for refugees who 
are not eligible for TANF or SSI. California has chosen to model its RCA program after 
CalWORKs. There will be amendments to the Division 69 regulations to reflect changes 
in the new federal rules. 

Effective May 1, 2000, counties must use the $225 and 50% disregards used in 
CalWORKs. 

California Department of Social Services - State Hearings Division 
Notes from the Training Bureau - September 14,  2000 

Item 00-09-01B 
CDSS ACL 00-32 -- May 11, 2000 (Synopsis): CalWORKs and Food Stamp Policy 
Questions for Implementing the Statewide Fingerprint Imaging System (SFIS) 

CalWORKs and Food Stamp Policy Questions for Implementing the Statewide 
Fingerprint Imaging System (SFIS) 

Effective January 1, 1998, or anytime thereafter that the SFIS became operational in a 
county, applicants and recipients of CalWORKs and food stamps are required to be 
fingerprinted/photo imaged as a condition of eligibility for those aid programs. This ACL 
provides questions and answers concerning the SFIS. 

California Department of Social Services - State Hearings Division 
Notes from the Training Bureau - September 14,  2000 

Item 00-09-01A 
CDSS ACL 00-27 -- April 10, 2000 and ACL 00-35 -- May 19, 2000 (Synopsis): 
Changes in Eligibility in the Cash Assistance Program for Immigrants (CAPI) and the 
IHSS Program 

Changes in Eligibility in the Cash Assistance Program for Immigrants (CAPI) and 
the IHSS Program 

The President signed into law the Foster Care Independence Act on December 14, 1999. 
That law made changes in eligibility for SSI/SSP that also affect eligibility for CAPI and 
IHSS. ACL 00-27 addresses changes in the CAPI program. ACL 00-35 addresses 
changes in the IHSS program. Those changes are as follows: 

Transfers of Resources 
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A person who applies for or receives CAPI and who disposes of resources for less than 
fair market value may be ineligible for CAPI for up to 36 months. This provision applies 
to resource transfers made on or after December 14, 1999. 

This period of ineligibility applies to transfers for less than fair market value made after 
December 14, 1999, and includes transfers made before a CAPI application is made as 
well as transfers made by a CAPI recipient. There are exceptions to the period of 
ineligibility imposed for transfers of resources for less than fair market value. These 
exceptions include: 

• Certain transfers of the applicant's or recipient's home;  
• Certain transfers of resources to or from the applicant's or recipient's spouse for 

the sole benefit of the transferor's spouse; 
• Transfers of resources to the applicant's or recipient's child who is blind or 

disabled or to a trust for the benefit of the blind or disabled child; resources 
transferred to establish a trust solely for the benefit of an individual who is under 
age 65 who is disabled; 

• Where evidence is provided that establishes the transferor intended to dispose of 
resources either at fair market value or for other valuable consideration; 

• Where evidence is provided that establishes that the resources were transferred 
exclusively for a purpose other than to qualify for SSI or CAPI. 

• Where evidence establishes that all transferred resources for less than fair market 
value were returned to the transferor; 

• Where undue hardship exists based upon criteria established by the Social 
Security administration; 

• Certain transfers to trusts established after January 1, 2000. 

Trusts 

A trust established by an individual is counted as a resource for purposes of CAPI 
eligibility. This applies to trusts established on or after January 1, 2000. The trust counts 
as a resource regardless of why the trust was established, whether the trustee(s) have or 
exercise discretion under the trust, whether any restrictions on distributions may be made 
from the trust or whether there are any restrictions on the use of distributions from the 
trust. 

Exceptions to counting the trust as a resource occur when the county determines that 
undue hardship exists under criteria established by the Social Security administration or 
to trusts established under Section 1917(d)(4)(A) and (C) of the Social Security Act 
known as "Medi-Cal pay-back trusts" and "Medi-Cal pooled trusts". 

Penalties for False and Misleading Statements 

Any person who makes a false or misleading statement or representation regarding a 
material fact that he/she should know is false or misleading; or omits a fact that a person 
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knows or should know is material; or makes a statement with knowing disregard for the 
truth, is subject to a period of ineligibility for CAPI. 

This period of ineligibility applies for both applications and for ongoing benefits. The 
penalty is six months for a first instance; 12 months for a second instance and 24 months 
for a third instance. 

The Social Security Administration has six months to develop regulations to prescribe the 
process for making a determination that the individual is subject to a penalty for a false or 
misleading statement.  

The provisions regarding transfers of property and trusts apply to IHSS as well as 
CAPI. The provisions for penalties for false or misleading statements applies only to 
CAPI. 

California Department of Social Services - State Hearings Division 
Notes from the Training Bureau - August 29, 2000 

Item 00-08-02G 
Tentative Schedule for 2001 ALJ Conference 

Tentative Schedule for 2001 ALJ Conference 

The 2001 ALJ conference is tentatively scheduled for Monday April 2 through Thursday 
April 4, 2001 at the Hyatt in Monterey. 

California Department of Social Services - State Hearings Division 
Notes from the Training Bureau - August 29, 2000 

Item 00-08-02F 
Dual Decisions in PCSP Cases 

Dual Decisions in PCSP Cases 

The DHS has again requested that PCSP cases be written for that department. The CDSS 
has always requested that all IHSS and PCSP cases be written for CDSS. Judges should 
thus write any case that involves a PCSP issue for both CDHS and CDSS. Cases that 
have only IHSS issues should be written for CDSS only. 

California Department of Social Services - State Hearings Division 
Notes from the Training Bureau - August 29, 2000 

Item 00-08-02E 
Proposed Decisions in Medi-Cal Cases 

Proposed Decisions in Medi-Cal Cases 
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