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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

ALL COUNTY LETTER NO. 20-112 
 

 
This All County Letter (ACL) provides county child welfare agencies, Title IV-E 
Agreement Tribes, and probation departments with guidance regarding: (1) the 
operation of the EFC program during the Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19) State of 
Emergency; (2) Transitional Housing Program-Plus age and length of time criteria 
waivers through June 30, 2021; and (3) modifications to Supervised Independent 
Living Placement approvals.  
 

 
 



 

October 12, 2020 
 
 
 
ALL COUNTY LETTER NO. 20-112 
 
 
TO:      ALL COUNTY WELFARE DIRECTORS  

 ALL CHIEF PROBATION OFFICERS  
 ALL INDEPENDENT LIVING PROGRAM MANAGERS  
 ALL INDEPENDENT LIVING PROGRAM COORDINATORS  
 ALL FOSTER CARE MANAGERS  
 ALL TITLE IV-E AGREEMENT TRIBES  
 ALL FOSTER CARE ELIGIBILTY SUPERVISORS 

           ALL COUNTY RFA AND ADOPTION PROGRAM MANAGERS 
 ALL CDSS ADOPTION REGIONAL OFFICES 

   ALL LICENSED CHILDREN’S RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES  
ALL LICENSED CHILDREN’S RESIDENTIAL PROVIDERS 
HOMES CERTIFIED OR APPROVED BY A LICENSED FOSTER 
FAMILY AGENCY 

 
 
SUBJECT:  GUIDANCE REGARDING EXTENDED FOSTER CARE 

PROGRAM FLEXIBILITIES DUE TO COVID-19 IMPACTS, 
OPTIONAL TRANSITIONAL HOUSING PROGRAM-PLUS 
EXTENSIONS, AND SUPERVISED INDEPENDENT LIVING 
PLACEMENT APPROVALS 

 
REFERENCE:  GOVERNOR’S PROCLAMATION OF A STATE OF EMERGENCY, 

MARCH 4, 2020; EXECUTIVE ORDER (EO) N-53-20; EO N-69-20; 
EO N-71-20; ASSEMBLY BILL (AB) 79 (CHAPTER 11, STATUTES 
OF 2020); AB 89 (CHAPTER 7, STATUTES OF 2020); SENATE 
BILL (SB) 115 (CHAPTER 40, STATUTES OF 2020) 

  
The purpose of this letter is to provide county child welfare agencies, Title IV-E 
Agreement tribes,1 and juvenile probation departments with guidance regarding:   

1) Flexibilities within the Extended Foster Care (EFC) program for nonminor 
dependents (NMDs);  

2) Temporary waivers, at county option, of Transitional Housing Program-Plus 
(THP-Plus) age and length of time criteria through FY 2020-21; and 

 
1 For the purpose of this notice, a Title IV-E Agreement tribe means those with an agreement pursuant to 
WIC section 10553.1 

https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/3.4.20-Coronavirus-SOE-Proclamation.pdf
https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/3.4.20-Coronavirus-SOE-Proclamation.pdf
https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/4.17.20-EO-N-53-20.pdf
https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/6.15.20-EO-N-69-20.pdf
https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/6.30.20-EO-N-71-20.pdf
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200AB79
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200AB79
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200AB89
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200SB115
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200SB115
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3) The allowance for remote methods of approving a Supervised Independent 
Living Placement (SILP).  
 

Program requirements and flexibilities for EFC and NMDs, as described in this letter, 
are specific to 18, 19, and 20 year old youth.  Continued assistance for young adults on 
or after turning 21, as provided in the 2020-21 California State Budget, is addressed in a 
separate ACL.  Young adults 21 years of age and over are no longer dependents and 
are not part of the EFC program. 
 
BACKGROUND 

 
As part of the approved 2020-21 California State Budget, AB 79, AB 89, and SB 115  
included all of the following, effective as of July 1, 2020:  

 

• Continues assistance for NMDs who cannot meet any of the 
participation conditions due to COVID-19 impacts through June 30, 
2021, or until federal Stafford Act flexibilities terminate, whichever is 
sooner. 

• Allows a county to elect to complete SILP inspections through remote 
methods, and allows, for the 2020-21 Fiscal Year, a county to 
temporarily approve the SILP pending the submission of required 
forms by the NMD, based on the NMD’s verbal or electronic 
agreement that the forms will be submitted.2  

• Allows a county, at its option, to extend Transitional Housing Program-
Plus (THP Plus) services to former foster youth participating in THP 
Plus as of July 1, 2020 without regard to THP Plus age or length of 
time restrictions until June 30, 2021.3   

 
Pursuant to the authority in the Governor’s Executive Order N-71-20, the Department 
is allowing flexibility within the EFC Program related to in-person visitation and 
eligibility documentation signing requirements, as specified below.  Use of these 
waivers is subject to the Waiver Terms and Conditions set forth in this ACL.    
 
EMERGENCY FLEXIBILITIES IN EXTENDED FOSTER CARE  
 
Participation Condition Flexibilities 
 
Pursuant to SB 115 and the federal Stafford Act,4 and consistent with the 2020 State 
Budget allocations, counties shall temporarily continue maintenance payments  for 

 
2 WIC §11402.2. 
3 WIC §11403.2, subd. (a)(2)(C). 
4 See also ACYF-CB-PI-20-10. 

http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200AB79
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200AB89
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200SB115
https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/6.30.20-EO-N-71-20.pdf
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otherwise eligible NMDs who are unable to meet any of the following five participation 
conditions due to COVID-19 impacts, until such time as the state and federal flexibility is 
terminated, or through June 30, 2021, whichever is sooner. 

1. Completing secondary education or a program leading to an equivalent 
credential; 

2. Enrolled in an institution which provides post-secondary or vocational education; 
3. Participating in a program or activity designed to promote, or remove barriers to, 

employment; 
4. Employed for at least 80 hours per month; or 
5. Incapable of doing any [of the above] due to a medical condition. 

 
Under current law, NMDs who cannot meet the EFC participation conditions through 
employment or education, including distance learning, continue to be eligible for the 
EFC program when they are participating in programs or activities designed to promote, 
or reduce barriers to, employment, or when a short or long-term medical condition 
renders them incapable of participating in any eligible activity.  Written verification of a 
medical condition may be received electronically, or can be obtained after physical-
distancing or stay-at-home orders end.   
 
State guidance and regulations (MPP 45-301.18 et seq.) provide information regarding 
the many methods through which the barrier removal participation condition can be met, 
and may include programs and classes, activities with the social worker or caregiver, or 
youth-directed activities or studies.  Verification is equally flexible and may include, for 
example, documentation in a case manager’s notes when the youth shows the case 
manager a revised resume or discusses the outcome of job searches and/or interviews.   
 
County caseworkers must continue to work with the youth to assist them in meeting one 
of the existing EFC program participation conditions.  If eligibility cannot be maintained 
within existing flexible program participation conditions, as outlined above, caseworkers 
must document the reasons in the case plan; however, placement payments for the 
youth must still be maintained as long as the youth is otherwise eligible for EFC, or until 
the state and federal EFC participation condition flexibilities for NMDs end.  When the 
state and federal participation flexibilities are terminated, whether on or prior to June 30, 
2021, counties must work with the NMD to help ensure participation conditions are met 
through one of the five available options prior to the next six-month certification of EFC 
participation (SOC 161).   
 
Funding and Claiming 
 
Counties may claim for these payments as follows: 

• Payments to federally eligible youth shall be claimed according to standard 
claiming practices for youth who would otherwise be federally eligible if not for 

https://cdss.ca.gov/lettersnotices/entres/getinfo/acl/2011/11-69.pdf
https://cdss.ca.gov/Portals/9/Regs/12EASb.pdf
https://www.cdss.ca.gov/cdssweb/entres/forms/English/SOC161.pdf
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Employment or Educational Activity disruption due to COVID-19 to Aid Code 49 
on the California Assistance Claim (CA 800) under the “CA 800CCR_18+ FED” 
tab. 

• Payments to non-federally eligible youth shall be claimed according to standard 
claiming practices for youth who would be claimed as non-federally eligible if not 
for Employment or Educational Activity disruption due to COVID-19 to Aid Code 
43 on the CA 800 under the “CA 800CCR_18+_NONFED” tab 
 

Additional claiming guidance will be issued in a forthcoming County Fiscal Letter. 
 
Transitional Independent Living Plans (TILPs) 
 
Counties and providers are encouraged to work with NMDs on their TILP.  During this 
crisis new TILPs are not required; however, caseworkers should continue to assist 
NMDs by review of a previous TILP and assisting them with establishing goals that fit 
their needs during this time, and plans following the COVID-19 emergency.  If a new 
TILP is developed remotely, NMDs may agree with TILP conditions verbally, or through 
text messages, emails, or other technology until such time that a signature can be 
obtained.  The county may accept original (“wet”), signatures, photocopies, electronic 
signatures, etc. to meet the signature requirement.  Caseworkers need to document all 
agreements in the Child Welfare Services/Case Management System (CWS/CMS).  
 
Entry and Re-Entry Agreements 
 
Nonminors between 18 to 21 years of age requesting entry or re-entry into EFC must 
continue to be served, and each nonminor’s unique needs and interests, including their 
willingness to satisfy at least one of the participation requirements, should be assessed 
by the county placing agency or Title IV-E tribe.  A nonminor’s inability to immediately 
satisfy the participation conditions for the program due to the COVID-19 pandemic is not 
grounds to deny entry or re-entry into EFC, because only the nonminor’s intent to satisfy 
at least one of the participation conditions is required (Welfare and Institutions Code 
(WIC) section 388 subd. (e).)  Additionally, the EFC participation condition flexibilities 
described above also apply at entry or re-entry.  The assessment regarding the youth’s 
eligibility may be initially conducted through video conferencing, telephone, or other 
technology.   
 
The Mutual Agreement for Extended Foster Care (SOC 162) and the Voluntary Re-
Entry Agreement for Extended Foster Care (SOC 163) must still be completed with the 
nonminor; however, these may temporarily be completed without a face-to-face 
meeting.  The placing agency should save the email, text, or other form of 
documentation of the nonminor’s request to enter or re-enter EFC, and attach it to the 
contact notes in CWS/CMS.  The Department reminds county placing agencies and 

https://www.cdss.ca.gov/Portals/9/FMUForms/Q-T/TILP1.pdf
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=WIC&sectionNum=388.
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=WIC&sectionNum=388.
https://www.cdss.ca.gov/Portals/9/FMUForms/Q-T/SOC162.pdf
https://www.cdss.ca.gov/cdssweb/entres/forms/English/SOC163.pdf
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Title IV-E tribes that placement and care responsibility starts when the agreement with 
the NMD is signed (or agreed upon) and counties may not postpone housing and 
services in order to file or hear an entry or re-entry petition in the juvenile court.   
 
Placement and Housing 
 
A placing agency still has the obligation to offer the least-restrictive safe and appropriate 
available housing for a nonminor upon their entry or re-entry into care.  All NMDs who 
experience housing disruptions, including those who were previously living in a college 
dormitory as their SILP, must be provided with assistance in identifying a safe and 
appropriate alternative housing option, consistent with guidance outlined in ACL 19-105.   
 
If these youth choose to transition to other housing, they are responsible for locating 
their own housing; however, caseworkers must provide them with assistance and 
support, including by utilizing the county housing navigator to assist in finding suitable 
housing options.   
 
TRANSITIONAL HOUSING PROGRAM-PLUS 
 
THP-Plus is a county optional, county-certified transitional housing program for former 
foster youth, including those formerly supervised by probation, ages 18 to 24 who exited 
foster care at or after age 18.  The goal is to provide a safe living environment while 
assisting the youth, through supportive services, in developing the life skills necessary 
to be successful living independently.  These services are available until the youth’s 
24th birthday and for up to 24 cumulative months. In counties that have elected to 
extend THP-Plus pursuant to WIC section 11403.2(a)(2)(B), THP-Plus services are 
available to former foster youth completing secondary or postsecondary education who 
are not more than 25 years of age and for up to 36 cumulative months.  
 
Effective July 1, 2020, a county may, at its option, extend THP Plus services to former 
foster youth participating in THP-Plus as of July 1, 2020 without regard to THP Plus age 
or length of time restrictions until June 30, 2021.  The THP-Plus extension provided by 
AB 79 is not conditional upon participation in secondary or postsecondary education.  If 
a county opts to extend THP-Plus without regard to age or length of time restrictions, it 
must be available to all former foster youth participating in the program in that county. 
 
A county that extends THP-Plus services should notify THP-Plus providers in their 
county, as the contracts with these providers may have to be amended.  Providers 
should notify child welfare and probation departments of their intent to extend THP-Plus 
services until June 30, 2021, without regard to age or length of time restrictions, and 
share such information with community partners and affected youth.  Finally, providers 

https://www.cdss.ca.gov/Portals/9/Additional-Resources/Letters-and-Notices/ACLs/2019/19-105.pdf
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=11403.2.&lawCode=WIC
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should work with youth in the THP-Plus program to update their TILP to reflect the new 
timeline for services. 
 
SUPERVISED INDEPENDENT LIVING PLACEMENT APPROVALS 
  
Effective July 1, 2020, AB 79 amended WIC section 11402.2, allowing a county to elect 
to complete SILP inspections for NMDs through methods other than an in-person visit, 
such as those described below.  This statutory change to the SILP approval process is 
ongoing.  For the 2020-21 Fiscal Year only, the statute also allows a county to 
temporarily approve the SILP pending the submission of required forms by the NMD, 
based on the NMD’s agreement that the forms will be submitted. 
 
The SILP Approval and Placement Agreement (SOC 157A) to initiate or maintain SILP 
payments to NMDs and the SILP Inspection: Checklist of Facility Health and Safety 
Standards (SOC 157B), may be completed through remote methods, including, but not 
limited to videoconferencing and telephone calls that include pictures of the living 
space.  To approve the SILP housing remotely as authorized by AB 79 without waiving 
safety concerns, caseworkers may: 

• In addition to a telephonic call, ask the NMD to take photos of their placement 
and email or text the pictures to the caseworker. 

• Conduct a virtual tour of the placement during a videoconferencing call with the 
youth.   

• Request a copy of the lease agreement, which can be received via email or text 
screenshot.  

• Utilize any other method deemed suitable by the county placing agency that 
reasonably assesses the NMD’s safety in the supervised independent living 
arrangement.  

 
NMDs who reside in or are transitioning to a SILP are not required to have an in-person 
inspection of their new housing unit completed prior to moving in.  Caseworkers are 
required to view and approve the SILP housing unit within one month of the youth’s 
move into their new housing, through in-person or remote methods.  The caseworker is 
required to visit the youth inside their home at least once every six months. 
 
RIGHT TO NOTICE AND STATE FAIR HEARING 
 
Any county decision to grant, deny, change, or terminate payments to an NMD must be 
communicated by providing adequate written notice to the provider and/or NMD.  The 
notice shall meet the requirements of Chapter 22 of the CDSS Manual of Policies and 
Procedures and inform the individual of the right to a state fair hearing if they disagree 
with the county’s action.  There is no right to a state hearing when the law requires 
automatic grant adjustments for classes of recipients. 

https://www.cdss.ca.gov/Portals/9/FMUForms/Q-T/SOC157A.pdf
https://www.cdss.ca.gov/Portals/9/FMUForms/Q-T/SOC157B.pdf
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EFFECTIVE DATES  
 
All prior statutory, regulatory, and written guidance requirements modified herein shall 
be reinstated upon the expiration of each component, as specified above, without a 
follow-up letter. 
 
Questions or requests for clarification regarding the information in this letter may be 
directed to the Transition Aged Youth Policy Unit within the Children and Family 
Services Division of CDSS at (916) 651-7465 or TAYPolicy@dss.ca.gov. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Original Document Signed By 
 
GREGORY E. ROSE  
Deputy Director  
Children and Family Services Division  
 
c:   County Welfare Directors Association of California 
  Chief Probation Officers of California 

mailto:TAYPolicy@dss.ca.gov



