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Provider Information Notice (PIN) Summary 

PIN 16-04-ASC communicates the Federal DEA requirements for disposal of controlled 
substances. 

In 2014, the DEA of the United States Department of Justice released new rules and 
regulations to the Code of Federal Regulations, Title 21, Chapter II concerning disposal 

of controlled substances in RCFEs1.  Existing California Code of Regulations (CCR), 
Title 22, Section 87465(i) describes how licensees shall destroy medications when a 
resident transfers from the facility, dies or leaves medication behind. However, the 
federal requirements for the destruction of medications classified as controlled 
substances are more specific and restrictive. Therefore, providers must comply with 
the more restrictive requirements. 

When a resident leaves behind a prescribed controlled substance in an RCFE, the 
licensee or the hospice care agency, if applicable, is not allowed to dispose of the 
medication.  Only the person authorized to dispose of the resident’s or decedent’s 
property can dispose of the controlled substances. 

Licensees are required to give the remaining controlled substance prescription 
medication to the resident’s or decedent’s representative for disposal.  Licensees are 
encouraged to provide information to the resident’s or decedent’s representative on 
how to dispose of the controlled substance per DEA guidelines, including take-back 
events, mail-back programs, or collection receptacles. To find a Controlled Substance 
Public Disposal Location, click here. 

1 
The final rule specific to the Disposal of Controlled Substances can be found in the Federal Register, 

Vol. 79, No.174, dated September 9, 2014. 

http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=a98d9691931fd88de4736b11168ec7c7&mc=true&tpl=/ecfrbrowse/Title21/21chapterII.tpl
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/IC251FADE73E5450EB47AC690D9402E35?viewType=FullText&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=CategoryPageItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
https://apps.deadiversion.usdoj.gov/pubdispsearch/spring/main?execution=e2s1
https://www.deadiversion.usdoj.gov/fed_regs/rules/2014/2014-20926.pdf
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If a decedent’s representative is unavailable to assume control of the decedent’s 
property, it shall be given to the public administrator of the county, as specified by CCR, 
Title 22, Section 87217(j)(4).  If the public administrator of the county will not accept the 
controlled medication, the licensee is then permitted to destroy the medication per DEA 
guidelines. 

If you have any questions, please contact the applicable Adult and Senior Care Regional 
Office. 

https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/I895E58B0D4BE11DE8879F88E8B0DAAAE?originationContext=Search+Result&listSource=Search&viewType=FullText&navigationPath=Search%2fv3%2fsearch%2fresults%2fnavigation%2fi0ad6002400000157fd851b8a976a6734%3fstartIndex%3d1%26Nav%3dREGULATION_PUBLICVIEW%26contextData%3d(sc.Default)&rank=1&list=REGULATION_PUBLICVIEW&transitionType=SearchItem&contextData=(sc.Search)&t_T1=22&t_T2=87217&t_S1=CA+ADC+s
http://www.ccld.ca.gov/res/pdf/ASC.pdf
http://www.ccld.ca.gov/res/pdf/ASC.pdf
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