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Provider Information Notice (PIN) Summary 
 

PIN 18-10-ASC provides information regarding the use of Automated External 
Defibrillators (AEDs) in Residential Care Facilities for the Elderly (RCFEs). 

 

 
An AED is a lightweight, portable device used to administer an electric shock through 
the chest wall to the heart. Built-in computers assess a patient's heart rhythm, 
determine whether electric shock, also known as defibrillation in this circumstance, is 
needed, then administer the shock. Audible and/or visual prompts guide the user 
through the process.  [C

(8)] 
alifornia Code of Regulations (CCR), Title 22, Section 

87101(a)
 
Existing CCR, Title 22, Section 87607 “Automated External Defibrillators (AEDs)” 
permits, but does not require, licensees to maintain and operate an AED at an RCFE. 
If  licensees maintain and operate an AED, they must follow the requirements  of 
CCR, Title 22, Section 87607.  
 
Licensees are also required to follow all other laws and regulations, many of which are 
out of the Department’s purview, but which may apply. It is the responsibility of 
licensees to determine if their facility has characteristics that would subject it to 
additional requirements. The Community Care Licensing Division advises licensees to 
be familiar with recent law changes that pertain to AEDs which may impact their facility. 

https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/I7DB0B120D4BE11DE8879F88E8B0DAAAE?originationContext=Search+Result&listSource=Search&viewType=FullText&navigationPath=Search%2fv3%2fsearch%2fresults%2fnavigation%2fi0ad62d3300000164af3d88568e82134a%3fstartIndex%3d1%26Nav%3dREGULATION_PUBLICVIEW%26contextData%3d(sc.Default)&rank=1&list=REGULATION_PUBLICVIEW&transitionType=SearchItem&contextData=(sc.Search)&t_T1=22&t_T2=87101&t_S1=CA+ADC+s
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/I7DB0B120D4BE11DE8879F88E8B0DAAAE?originationContext=Search+Result&listSource=Search&viewType=FullText&navigationPath=Search%2fv3%2fsearch%2fresults%2fnavigation%2fi0ad62d3300000164af3d88568e82134a%3fstartIndex%3d1%26Nav%3dREGULATION_PUBLICVIEW%26contextData%3d(sc.Default)&rank=1&list=REGULATION_PUBLICVIEW&transitionType=SearchItem&contextData=(sc.Search)&t_T1=22&t_T2=87101&t_S1=CA+ADC+s
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/IA24F14E0D4BE11DE8879F88E8B0DAAAE?originationContext=Search+Result&listSource=Search&viewType=FullText&navigationPath=Search%2fv3%2fsearch%2fresults%2fnavigation%2fi0ad62d3400000164af15b19a411c138e%3fstartIndex%3d1%26Nav%3dREGULATION_PUBLICVIEW%26contextData%3d(sc.Default)&rank=1&list=REGULATION_PUBLICVIEW&transitionType=SearchItem&contextData=(sc.Search)&t_T1=22&t_T2=87607&t_S1=CA+ADC+s
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/IA24F14E0D4BE11DE8879F88E8B0DAAAE?originationContext=Search+Result&listSource=Search&viewType=FullText&navigationPath=Search%2fv3%2fsearch%2fresults%2fnavigation%2fi0ad62d3400000164af15b19a411c138e%3fstartIndex%3d1%26Nav%3dREGULATION_PUBLICVIEW%26contextData%3d(sc.Default)&rank=1&list=REGULATION_PUBLICVIEW&transitionType=SearchItem&contextData=(sc.Search)&t_T1=22&t_T2=87607&t_S1=CA+ADC+s
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Physician’s Prescription 

The Department has recently fielded questions about whether licensees that maintain 
and operate an AED at their facility should adhere to the existing requirement that 
they maintain a copy of the required physician's prescription as specified in CCR, Title 
22, Section 87607(a)(3)(A) in light of a change in Health and Safety Code section 
1797.196(b)(3), stating that a medical director of an RCFE or other physician is not 
required to be involved in the acquisition or placement of an AED in an RCFE.  

According to the Federal Food and Drug Administration (FDA), which oversees the 
approval of AEDs as a medical device to be sold to the public, most AEDs require a 
prescription to purchase, making them “prescription devices." In addition, the California 
Emergency Medical Services Authority (EMSA), the state Department that oversees 
Health and Safety Code Section 1797.196, indicates a physician’s prescription is now 
often included with an AED upon purchase from a manufacturer or retailer. If a 
physician prescription is not included with the AED upon purchase, it is still necessary to 
obtain a physician’s prescription for an AED used in an RCFE. Both methods of 
obtaining a physician’s prescription address the requirement specified in CCR, Title 22, 
Section 87607(a)(3)(A). 

Other than the prescription requirement above, a medical director of an RCFE or other 
physician is not required to be involved in the acquisition or placement of an AED in an 
RCFE. [HSC section 1797.196(b)(3)]  

If you have any questions, please contact your Adult and Senior Care Regional Office. 

https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/IA24F14E0D4BE11DE8879F88E8B0DAAAE?originationContext=Search+Result&listSource=Search&viewType=FullText&navigationPath=Search%2fv3%2fsearch%2fresults%2fnavigation%2fi0ad62d2c00000164af954168414e52f4%3fstartIndex%3d1%26Nav%3dREGULATION_PUBLICVIEW%26contextData%3d(sc.Default)&rank=1&list=REGULATION_PUBLICVIEW&transitionType=SearchItem&contextData=(sc.Search)&t_T1=22&t_T2=87607&t_S1=CA+ADC+s
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/IA24F14E0D4BE11DE8879F88E8B0DAAAE?originationContext=Search+Result&listSource=Search&viewType=FullText&navigationPath=Search%2fv3%2fsearch%2fresults%2fnavigation%2fi0ad62d2c00000164af954168414e52f4%3fstartIndex%3d1%26Nav%3dREGULATION_PUBLICVIEW%26contextData%3d(sc.Default)&rank=1&list=REGULATION_PUBLICVIEW&transitionType=SearchItem&contextData=(sc.Search)&t_T1=22&t_T2=87607&t_S1=CA+ADC+s
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=1797.196.&lawCode=HSC
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=1797.196.&lawCode=HSC
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fleginfo.legislature.ca.gov%2Ffaces%2Fcodes_displaySection.xhtml%3FsectionNum%3D1797.196%26lawCode%3DHSC&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cf7745f559ad6485ace0308d5ccc325c4%7C0235ba6b2cf04b75bc5dd6187ce33de3%7C0%7C0%7C636640060868187779&sdata=GNOrEp6N3HmsH5RtpZaxhK0x4PZ8aSR%2BhkVS9RZDovs%3D&reserved=0
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/IA24F14E0D4BE11DE8879F88E8B0DAAAE?originationContext=Search+Result&listSource=Search&viewType=FullText&navigationPath=Search%2fv3%2fsearch%2fresults%2fnavigation%2fi0ad62d2c00000164af954168414e52f4%3fstartIndex%3d1%26Nav%3dREGULATION_PUBLICVIEW%26contextData%3d(sc.Default)&rank=1&list=REGULATION_PUBLICVIEW&transitionType=SearchItem&contextData=(sc.Search)&t_T1=22&t_T2=87607&t_S1=CA+ADC+s
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/IA24F14E0D4BE11DE8879F88E8B0DAAAE?originationContext=Search+Result&listSource=Search&viewType=FullText&navigationPath=Search%2fv3%2fsearch%2fresults%2fnavigation%2fi0ad62d2c00000164af954168414e52f4%3fstartIndex%3d1%26Nav%3dREGULATION_PUBLICVIEW%26contextData%3d(sc.Default)&rank=1&list=REGULATION_PUBLICVIEW&transitionType=SearchItem&contextData=(sc.Search)&t_T1=22&t_T2=87607&t_S1=CA+ADC+s
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=1797.196.&lawCode=HSC
http://www.cdss.ca.gov/Portals/9/CCLD/ASC%20Offices%20and%20Phone%20for%20web.pdf?ver=2018-03-22-151031-107



