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Original signed by Pamela Dickfoss 

FROM: PAMELA DICKFOSS 

  Deputy Director 

  Community Care Licensing Division 
 

 
SUBJECT: EPINEPHRINE AUTO-INJECTORS (EpiPen)  

 

 

Provider Information Notice (PIN) Summary 

 

PIN 19-21-ASC provides an overview of the Good Samaritan laws that govern the use 
of EpiPen auto-injectors describes the specific provisions that must be followed in order 
to support the emergency use of epinephrine auto-injectors (EpiPen) by licensees and 
staff at adult or senior care facilities. 

 

 
 
An EpiPen auto-injector is a disposable, single dose, automatic injection device used to 
treat life threatening, allergic emergencies in people who are at risk of a serious allergic 
emergency.  
 
The Good Samaritan laws that govern the use of EpiPen auto-injectors which are 
prescribed by licensed health care professionals in Civil Code section 1714.23(b)(1) and 
Health and Safety Code (HSC) section 1797.197a., allow a licensee of an adult or 
senior care facility to use a lawfully prescribed EpiPen auto-injector on a client or 
resident who is suffering or reasonably believed to be suffering from anaphylaxis.  
  

http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=CIV&sectionNum=1714.23.
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=HSC&sectionNum=1797.197a.
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The following conditions must be met in order to use a physician prescribed EpiPen 
auto-injector on a client or resident who is suffering or reasonably believed to be 
suffering from anaphylaxis: 
 

 Operations Plan 
NOTE: This is not required to be in the Plan of Operation 
Per HSC 1797.197a.(f), the licensee shall create and maintain an operations plan 
which shall include: 
o The name and contact number for the authorized health care provider who 

prescribed the epinephrine auto-injector. 
o Where and how the epinephrine auto-injector will be stored. 
o The names of the designated employees who have completed the training 

program required to administer the epinephrine auto-injector. 
o How and when the epinephrine auto-injector will be inspected for an expiration 

date. 
o The process to replace the expired epinephrine auto-injector, including disposal 

of expired epinephrine auto-injector.  
 

 Training 
The adult and senior care facility employee, who is not otherwise licensed to 
administer medication, must at a minimum meet the following criteria established by 
HSC 1797.197a.: 
o Complete the epinephrine auto-injector training provided by an Emergency 

Medical Services Authority (EMSA) approved program. 
o Have a current certification in cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and the use 

of an automatic external defibrillator (AED). 
o Have a current Epinephrine Auto-injector Certification card issued by the EMSA, 

a copy of which may be maintained in the employee’s personnel record as a best 
practice, based on the following California Code of Regulations (CCR), Title 22, 
regulations: 

 Residential Care Facilities for the Elderly (RCFE), Section 87412 
 Adult Residential Facilities (ARF), Community Crisis Homes (CCH), 

Enhanced Behavioral Supports Homes (EBSH), Adult Residential 
Facilities for Persons with Special Health Care Needs (ARFPSHN), 
Section 80066  

 Adult Day Programs (ADP), Section 82066 
 Social Residential Facilities (SRF), Section 81066 
 Residential Care Facilities for the Chronically Ill (RCFCI), Section 87866 

 

 Storage, Administration and Disposal of an epinephrine auto-injector 
The licensee shall ensure that the auto-injectors kept at the facility are properly 
stored, administered, and disposed of in accordance with HSC 1797.197a., 
applicable EMSA regulations and the following CCR, Title 22 regulations:  

 
o RCFE, Section 87465 
o ARF/CCH/EBSH/ARFPSHN, Section 80075 

http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=HSC&sectionNum=1797.197a.
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=HSC&sectionNum=1797.197a.
https://emsa.ca.gov/epinephrine_auto_injector/
https://emsa.ca.gov/epinephrine_auto_injector/
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/ID6B71672F2C14F5DB897DC3157021A15?viewType=FullText&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=CategoryPageItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/IEA009DF0D4BD11DE8879F88E8B0DAAAE?viewType=FullText&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=CategoryPageItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/I09CA2110D4BE11DE8879F88E8B0DAAAE?viewType=FullText&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=CategoryPageItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/I8C48E3224EF5487C86D6F854E6046614?viewType=FullText&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=CategoryPageItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/IC28C1A50D4BE11DE8879F88E8B0DAAAE?viewType=FullText&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=CategoryPageItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=HSC&sectionNum=1797.197a.
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/IC251FADE73E5450EB47AC690D9402E35?viewType=FullText&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=CategoryPageItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/I1A98439837E74D7D8D21CC49AB0D9E63?viewType=FullText&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=CategoryPageItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
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o ADP, Section 82075 
o SRF, Section 81075 
o RCFCI, Section 87914, Section 87915, Section 87916, Section 87918, Section 

87920.1, Section 87922 
 

 Unusual Incident Report 
HSC section 1797.197a.(f)(2) requires the facility to submit a report to the EMSA of 
each incident that involves the use of an epinephrine auto-injector within 30 days 
after each use. The following CCR, Title 22 regulations require these events to be 
reported to the Department: 
o RCFE, Section 87211(a)(1)(D) 
o ARF/CCH/EBSH/ARFPSHN, Section 80061(b)(1)(E) 
o ADP, Section 82061(a)(1)(D) 
o SRF, Section 81061(b)(1)(E) 
o RCFCI, Section 87861(b)(1)(D) 
 

If you have any questions, please contact the applicable Adult and Senior Care Regional 
Office.  

https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/I0C63DEC0D4BE11DE8879F88E8B0DAAAE?viewType=FullText&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=CategoryPageItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/I310E85AF427A466D9D0BB7EC43F841E8?viewType=FullText&listSource=Search&originationContext=Search+Result&transitionType=SearchItem&contextData=(sc.Search)&navigationPath=Search%2fv1%2fresults%2fnavigation%2fi0ad62d330000016d4f85c2f48525d265%3fNav%3dREGULATION_PUBLICVIEW%26fragmentIdentifier%3dI310E85AF427A466D9D0BB7EC43F841E8%26startIndex%3d1%26transitionType%3dSearchItem%26contextData%3d%2528sc.Default%2529%26originationContext%3dSearch%2520Result&list=REGULATION_PUBLICVIEW&rank=1&t_T1=22&t_T2=81075&t_S1=CA+ADC+s
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/ICC7CCFA0D4BE11DE8879F88E8B0DAAAE?viewType=FullText&listSource=Search&originationContext=Search+Result&transitionType=SearchItem&contextData=(sc.Search)&navigationPath=Search%2fv1%2fresults%2fnavigation%2fi0ad62d340000016d4f864466dc5c3a2e%3fNav%3dREGULATION_PUBLICVIEW%26fragmentIdentifier%3dICC7CCFA0D4BE11DE8879F88E8B0DAAAE%26startIndex%3d1%26transitionType%3dSearchItem%26contextData%3d%2528sc.Default%2529%26originationContext%3dSearch%2520Result&list=REGULATION_PUBLICVIEW&rank=1&t_T1=22&t_T2=87914&t_S1=CA+ADC+s
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/ICCAA2130D4BE11DE8879F88E8B0DAAAE?viewType=FullText&listSource=Search&originationContext=Search+Result&transitionType=SearchItem&contextData=(sc.Search)&navigationPath=Search%2fv1%2fresults%2fnavigation%2fi0ad62d330000016d4f86a4728525d26e%3fNav%3dREGULATION_PUBLICVIEW%26fragmentIdentifier%3dICCAA2130D4BE11DE8879F88E8B0DAAAE%26startIndex%3d1%26transitionType%3dSearchItem%26contextData%3d%2528sc.Default%2529%26originationContext%3dSearch%2520Result&list=REGULATION_PUBLICVIEW&rank=1&t_T1=22&t_T2=87915&t_S1=CA+ADC+s
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/ICCFB2760D4BE11DE8879F88E8B0DAAAE?viewType=FullText&listSource=Search&originationContext=Search+Result&transitionType=SearchItem&contextData=(sc.Search)&navigationPath=Search%2fv1%2fresults%2fnavigation%2fi0ad62d340000016d4f871b6edc5c3a35%3fNav%3dREGULATION_PUBLICVIEW%26fragmentIdentifier%3dICCFB2760D4BE11DE8879F88E8B0DAAAE%26startIndex%3d1%26transitionType%3dSearchItem%26contextData%3d%2528sc.Default%2529%26originationContext%3dSearch%2520Result&list=REGULATION_PUBLICVIEW&rank=1&t_T1=22&t_T2=87916&t_S1=CA+ADC+s
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/ICD2D5AF0D4BE11DE8879F88E8B0DAAAE?viewType=FullText&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=CategoryPageItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/ICDC3A780D4BE11DE8879F88E8B0DAAAE?viewType=FullText&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=CategoryPageItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/ICDC3A780D4BE11DE8879F88E8B0DAAAE?viewType=FullText&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=CategoryPageItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/ICE4AB1D0D4BE11DE8879F88E8B0DAAAE?viewType=FullText&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=CategoryPageItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=HSC&sectionNum=1797.197a.
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/ICEA57C3CA44E42908F304A1A09641CEB?viewType=FullText&listSource=Search&originationContext=Search+Result&transitionType=SearchItem&contextData=(sc.Search)&navigationPath=Search%2fv1%2fresults%2fnavigation%2fi0ad720f10000016d4b775c331dc69fe7%3fNav%3dREGULATION_PUBLICVIEW%26fragmentIdentifier%3dICEA57C3CA44E42908F304A1A09641CEB%26startIndex%3d1%26transitionType%3dSearchItem%26contextData%3d%2528sc.Default%2529%26originationContext%3dSearch%2520Result&list=REGULATION_PUBLICVIEW&rank=1&t_T1=22&t_T2=87211&t_S1=CA+ADC+s
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/IE8EB0F40D4BD11DE8879F88E8B0DAAAE?viewType=FullText&listSource=Search&originationContext=Search+Result&transitionType=SearchItem&contextData=(sc.Search)&navigationPath=Search%2fv1%2fresults%2fnavigation%2fi0ad720f10000016d4b77dfcc1dc69feb%3fNav%3dREGULATION_PUBLICVIEW%26fragmentIdentifier%3dIE8EB0F40D4BD11DE8879F88E8B0DAAAE%26startIndex%3d1%26transitionType%3dSearchItem%26contextData%3d%2528sc.Default%2529%26originationContext%3dSearch%2520Result&list=REGULATION_PUBLICVIEW&rank=1&t_T1=22&t_T2=80061&t_S1=CA+ADC+s
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/I2317AD6E3E5F4E63B6795E84989B2EAF?viewType=FullText&listSource=Search&originationContext=Search+Result&transitionType=SearchItem&contextData=(sc.Search)&navigationPath=Search%2fv1%2fresults%2fnavigation%2fi0ad720f10000016d4b783c251dc69ff0%3fNav%3dREGULATION_PUBLICVIEW%26fragmentIdentifier%3dI2317AD6E3E5F4E63B6795E84989B2EAF%26startIndex%3d1%26transitionType%3dSearchItem%26contextData%3d%2528sc.Default%2529%26originationContext%3dSearch%2520Result&list=REGULATION_PUBLICVIEW&rank=1&t_T1=22&t_T2=82061&t_S1=CA+ADC+s
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/I70F724E408F74F77980134CE357B486F?viewType=FullText&listSource=Search&originationContext=Search+Result&transitionType=SearchItem&contextData=(sc.Search)&navigationPath=Search%2fv1%2fresults%2fnavigation%2fi0ad720f10000016d4b78c8291dc6a003%3fNav%3dREGULATION_PUBLICVIEW%26fragmentIdentifier%3dI70F724E408F74F77980134CE357B486F%26startIndex%3d1%26transitionType%3dSearchItem%26contextData%3d%2528sc.Default%2529%26originationContext%3dSearch%2520Result&list=REGULATION_PUBLICVIEW&rank=1&t_T1=22&t_T2=81061&t_S1=CA+ADC+s
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/IC10F3E50D4BE11DE8879F88E8B0DAAAE?viewType=FullText&listSource=Search&originationContext=Search+Result&transitionType=SearchItem&contextData=(sc.Search)&navigationPath=Search%2fv1%2fresults%2fnavigation%2fi0ad720f20000016d4b7915f6d52d3310%3fNav%3dREGULATION_PUBLICVIEW%26fragmentIdentifier%3dIC10F3E50D4BE11DE8879F88E8B0DAAAE%26startIndex%3d1%26transitionType%3dSearchItem%26contextData%3d%2528sc.Default%2529%26originationContext%3dSearch%2520Result&list=REGULATION_PUBLICVIEW&rank=1&t_T1=22&t_T2=87861&t_S1=CA+ADC+s
http://www.cdss.ca.gov/Portals/9/CCLD/ASCPhoneListing.pdf?ver=2019-01-22-093928-110
http://www.cdss.ca.gov/Portals/9/CCLD/ASCPhoneListing.pdf?ver=2019-01-22-093928-110

