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CALIFORNIA CODE SECTIONS



CALIFORNIA PENAL CODE SECTION 273a, SUBDIVISION (a) 

(a)		 Any person who, under circumstances or conditions likely to produce great bodily harm or death, willfully 
causes or permits any child to suffer, or inflicts thereon unjustifiable physical pain or 
mental suffering, or having the care or custody of any child, willfully causes or permits the 
person or health of that child to be injured, or willfully causes or permits that child to be placed in a 
situation where his or her person or health is endangered, shall be punished by imprisonment in a county 
jail not exceeding one year, or in the state prison for two, four, or six years. 

CALIFORNIA PENAL CODE SECTION 368 

(a)	 	The Legislature finds and declares that crimes against elders and dependent adults are 
deserving of special consideration and protection, not unlike the special protections provided for minor 
children, because elders and dependent adults may be confused, on various medications, mentally or 
physically impaired, or incompetent, and therefore less able to protect themselves, to understand or 
report criminal conduct, or to testify in court proceedings on their own behalf. 

(b)		 (1) Any person who knows or reasonably should know that a person is an elder or dependent adult and 
who, under circumstances or conditions likely to produce great bodily harm or death, willfully causes or 
permits any elder or dependent adult to suffer, or inflicts thereon unjustifiable physical pain or mental 
suffering, or having the care or custody of any elder or dependent adult, willfully causes or permits the 
person or health of the elder or dependent adult to be injured, or willfully causes or permits the elder or 
dependent adult to be placed in a situation in which his or her person or health is endangered, is 
punishable by imprisonment in a county jail not exceeding one year, or by a fine not to exceed six 
thousand dollars ($6,000), or by both that fine and imprisonment, or by imprisonment in the state prison 
for two, three, or four years. 
(2) If in the commission of an offense described in paragraph (1), the victim suffers great bodily injury, as 
defined in Section 12022.7, the defendant shall receive an additional term in the state prison as follows: 

(A) Three years if the victim is under 70 years of age. 
(B) Five years if the victim is 70 years of age or older. 

(3) If in the commission of an offense described in paragraph (1), the defendant proximately causes the 
death of the victim, the defendant shall receive an additional term in the state prison as follows: 

(A) Five years if the victim is under 70 years of age. 
(B) Seven years if the victim is 70 years of age or older. 

(c)		 Any person who knows or reasonably should know that a person is an elder or dependent adult and who, 
under circumstances or conditions other than those likely to produce great bodily harm or death, willfully 
causes or permits any elder or dependent adult to suffer, or inflicts thereon unjustifiable physical pain or 
mental suffering, or having the care or custody of any elder or dependent adult, willfully causes or permits 
the person or health of the elder or dependent adult to be injured or willfully causes or permits the elder 
or dependent adult to be placed in a situation in which his or her person or health may be endangered, is 
guilty of a misdemeanor.  A second or subsequent violation of this subdivision is punishable by a fine not 
to exceed two thousand dollars ($2,000), or by imprisonment in a county jail not to exceed one year, or 
by both that fine and imprisonment. 

(d)	 	Any person who is not a caretaker who violates any provision of law proscribing theft, 
embezzlement, forgery, or fraud, or who violates Section 530.5 proscribing identity theft, with 
respect to the property or personal identifying information of an elder or a dependent adult, and who 
knows or reasonably should know that the victim is an elder or a dependent adult, is punishable by 
Imprisonment in a county jail not exceeding one year, or in the state prison for two, three, or four years, 
when the moneys, labor, goods, services, or real or personal property taken or obtained is of a value 
exceeding four hundred dollars ($400); and by a fine not exceeding one thousand dollars ($1,000), by 
imprisonment in a county jail not exceeding  one year, or by both  that fine and imprisonment, when the  
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moneys, labor, goods, services, or real or personal property taken or obtained is of a value not 
exceeding four hundred dollars ($400). 

(e)	 	Any caretaker of an elder or a dependent adult who violates any provision of law proscribing theft, 
embezzlement, forgery, or fraud, or who violates Section 530.5 proscribing identity theft, with 
respect to the property or personal identifying information of that elder or dependent adult, is punishable 
by imprisonment in a county jail not exceeding one year, or in the state prison for two, three, or four years 
when the moneys, labor, goods, services, or real or personal property taken or obtained is of a value 
exceeding four hundred dollars ($400), and by a fine not exceeding one thousand dollars ($1,000), by 
imprisonment in a county jail not exceeding one year, or by both that fine and imprisonment, when the 
moneys, labor, goods, services, or real or personal property taken or obtained is of a value not 
exceeding four hundred dollars ($400). 

(f)		 Any person who commits the false imprisonment of an elder or a dependent adult by the use of violence, 
menace, fraud, or deceit is punishable by imprisonment in the state prison for two, three, or four years. 

(g)		 As used in this section, "elder" means any person who is 65 years of age or older. 
(h)		 As used in this section, "dependent adult" means any person who is between the ages of 18 and 64, who 

has physical or mental limitations which restrict his or her ability to carry out normal 
activities or to protect his or her rights, including, but not limited to, persons who have physical or 
developmental disabilities or whose physical or mental abilities have diminished because of age. 
"Dependent adult" includes any person between the ages of 18 and 64 who is admitted as an inpatient to 
a 24-hour health facility, as defined in Sections 1250, 1250.2, and 1250.3 of the Health and Safety Code. 

(i)		 As used in this section, "caretaker" means any person who has the care, custody, or control of, or who 
stands in a position of trust with, an elder or a dependent adult. 

(j)		 Nothing in this section shall preclude prosecution under both this section and Section 187 or 12022.7 or 
any other provision of law.  However, a person shall not receive an additional term of imprisonment under 
both paragraphs (2) and (3) of subdivision (b) for any single offense, nor shall a person receive an 
additional term of imprisonment under both Section 12022.7 and paragraph (2) or (3) of subdivision (b) 
for any single offense. 

(k)		 In any case in which a person is convicted of violating these provisions, the court may require him or her 
to receive appropriate counseling as a condition of probation.  Any defendant ordered to be placed in a 
counseling program shall be responsible for paying the expense of his or her participation in the counseling 
program as determined by the court. The court shall take into consideration the ability of the defendant 
to pay, and no defendant shall be denied probation because of his or her inability to pay. 

CALIFORNIA PENAL CODE SECTION 290, SUBDIVISION (c) 

(c) The following persons shall be required to register: 
Any person who, since July 1, 1944, has been or is hereafter convicted in any court in this state or in any 

federal or military court of a violation of Section 187 committed in the perpetration, or an attempt to perpetrate, 
rape or any act punishable under Section 286, 288, 288a, or 289, Section 207 or 209 committed with intent to 
violate Section 261, 286, 288, 288a, or 289, Section 220, except assault to commit mayhem, Section 243.4, 
paragraph (1), (2), (3), (4), or (6) of subdivision (a) of Section 261, paragraph (1) of subdivision (a) of Section 262 
involving the use of force or violence for which the person is sentenced to the state prison, Section 264.1, 266, 
or 266c, subdivision (b) of Section 266h, subdivision (b) of Section 266i, Section 266j, 267, 269, 285, 286, 288, 
288a, 288.3, 288.4, 288.5, 288.7, 289, or 311.1, subdivision (b), (c), or (d) of Section 311.2, Section 311.3, 311.4, 
311.10, 311.11, or 647.6, former Section 647a, subdivision (c) of Section 653f, subdivision 1 or 2 of Section 314, 
any offense involving lewd or lascivious conduct under Section 272, or any felony violation of Section 288.2; any 
statutory predecessor that includes all elements of one of the above-mentioned offenses; or any person 
who since that date has been or is hereafter convicted of the attempt or conspiracy to commit any of the 
above-mentioned offenses. 
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CALIFORNIA PENAL CODE SECTION 667.5, SUBDIVISION (c) 

(c) For the purpose of this section, "violent felony" shall mean any of the following: 
(1) Murder or voluntary manslaughter. 
(2) Mayhem. 
(3) Rape as defined in paragraph (2) or (6) of subdivision (a) of Section 261 or paragraph (1) or (4) of 

subdivision (a) of Section 262. 
(4) Sodomy as defined in subdivision (c) or (d) of Section 286. 
(5) Oral copulation as defined in subdivision (c) or (d) of Section 288a. 
(6) Lewd or lascivious act as defined in subdivision (a) or (b) of Section 288. 
(7) Any felony punishable by death or imprisonment in the state prison for life. 
(8) Any felony in which the defendant inflicts great bodily injury on any person other than an accomplice 

which has been charged and proved as provided for in Section 12022.7, 12022.8, or 12022.9 on or after 
July 1, 1977, or as specified prior to July 1, 1977, in Sections 213, 264, and 461, or any felony in which the 
defendant uses a firearm which use has been charged and proved as provided insubdivision (a) of Section 
12022.3, or Section 12022.5 or 12022.55. 

(9) Any robbery. 
(10) Arson, in violation of subdivision (a) or (b) of Section 451. 
(11) Sexual penetration as defined in subdivision (a) or (j) of Section 289. 
(12) Attempted murder. 
(13) A violation of Section 12308, 12309, or 12310. 
(14) Kidnapping. 
(15) Assault with the intent to commit a specified felony, in violation of Section 220. 
(16) Continuous sexual abuse of a child, in violation of Section 288.5. 
(17) Carjacking, as defined in subdivision (a) of Section 215. 
(18) Rape, spousal rape, or sexual penetration, in concert, in violation of Section 264.1. 
(19) Extortion, as defined in Section 518, which would constitute a felony violation of Section 186.22 of 

the Penal Code. 
(20) Threats to victims or witnesses, as defined in Section 136.1, which would constitute a felony 

violation of Section 186.22 of the Penal Code. 
(21) Any burglary of the first degree, as defined in subdivision (a) of Section 460, wherein it is charged and 

proved that another person, other than an accomplice, was present in the residence during the commission of the 
burglary. 

(22) Any violation of Section 12022.53. 
(23) A violation of subdivision (b) or (c) of Section 11418. The Legislature finds and declares that these 

specified crimes merit special consideration when imposing a sentence to display society's condemnation for 
these extraordinary crimes of violence against the person. 

CALIFORNIA PENAL CODE SECTION 1192.7, SUBDIVISION (c) 

(c) As used in this section, "serious felony" means any of the following: 
(1) Murder or voluntary manslaughter; (2) mayhem; (3) rape; (4) sodomy by force, violence, duress, 

menace, threat of great bodily injury, or fear of immediate and unlawful bodily injury on the victim or another 
person; (5) oral copulation by force, violence, duress, menace, threat of great bodily injury, or fear of immediate 
and unlawful bodily injury on the victim or another person; (6) lewd or lascivious act on a child under 14 years of 
age; (7) any felony punishable by death or imprisonment in the state prison for life; (8) any felony in which the 
defendant personally inflicts great bodily injury on any person, other than an accomplice, or any felony in which 
the defendant personally uses a firearm; (9) attempted murder; (10) assault with intent to commit rape or robbery; 
(11) assault with a deadly weapon or instrument on a peace officer; (12) assault by a life prisoner on a noninmate; 
(13) assault with a deadly weapon by an inmate; (14) arson; (15) exploding a destructive device or any explosive 
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with intent to injure; (16) exploding a destructive device or any explosive causing bodily injury, great bodily injury, 
or mayhem; (17) exploding a destructive device or any explosive with intent to murder; (18) any burglary of the 
first degree; (19) robbery or bank robbery; (20) kidnapping; (21) holding of a hostage by a person confined in a 
state prison; (22) attempt to commit a felony punishable by death or imprisonment in the state prison for life; (23) 
any felony in which the defendant personally used a dangerous or deadly weapon; (24) selling, furnishing, 
administering, giving, or offering to sell, furnish, administer, or give to a minor any heroin, cocaine, phencyclidine 
(PCP), or any methamphetamine-related drug, as described in paragraph (2) of subdivision (d) of Section 11055 
of the Health and Safety Code, or any of the precursors of methamphetamines, as described in subparagraph (A) 
of paragraph (1) of subdivision (f) of Section 11055 or subdivision (a) of Section 11100 of the Health and Safety 
Code; (25) any violation of subdivision (a) of Section 289 where the act is accomplished against the victim's will 
by force, violence, duress, menace, or fear of immediate and unlawful bodily injury on the victim or another 
person; (26) grand theft involving a firearm; (27) carjacking; (28) any felony offense, which would also constitute 
a felony violation of Section 186.22; (29) assault with the intent to commit mayhem, rape, sodomy, or oral 
copulation, in violation of Section 220; (30) throwing acid or flammable substances, in violation of Section 244; 
(31) assault with a deadly weapon, firearm, machinegun, assault weapon, or semiautomatic firearm or assault on 
a peace officer or firefighter, in violation of Section 245; (32) assault with a deadly weapon against a public 
transit employee, custodial officer, or school employee, in violation of Sections 245.2, 245.3, or 245.5; (33) 
discharge of a firearm at an inhabited dwelling, vehicle, or aircraft, in violation of Section 246; (34) commission 
of rape or sexual penetration in concert with another person, in violation of Section 264.1; (35) continuous 
sexual abuse of a child, in violation of Section 288.5; (36) shooting from a vehicle, in violation of subdivision (c) 
or (d) of Section 12034; (37) intimidation of victims or witnesses, in violation of Section 136.1; (38) criminal threats, 
in violation of Section 422; (39) any attempt to commit a crime listed in this subdivision other than an assault; (40) 
any violation of Section ; (41) a violation of subdivision (b) or (c) of Section 11418; and (42) any 
conspiracy to commit an offense described in this subdivision. 

12022.53

CALIFORNIA WELFARE AND INSTITUTIONS CODE SECTION 10980, PARAGRAPH (2) OF SUBDIVISIONS 
(c) AND (g) 

(c) Whenever any person has, willfully and knowingly, with the intent to deceive, by means of false 
statement or representation, or by failing to disclose a material fact, or by impersonation or other fraudulent 
device, obtained or retained aid under the provisions of this division for himself or herself or for a child not in fact 
entitled thereto, the person obtaining this aid shall be punished as follows: 

(2) If the total amount of the aid obtained or retained is more than nine hundred fifty dollars ($950), by 
imprisonment in the state prison for a period of 16 months, two years, or three years, by a fine of not more than 
five thousand dollars ($5,000), or by both that imprisonment and fine; or by imprisonment in the county jail for a 
period of not more than one year, by a fine of not more than one thousand dollars ($1,000), or by both 
imprisonment and fine. 

(g) Any person who knowingly uses, transfers, sells, purchases, or possesses food stamps, electronically 
transferred benefits, or authorizations to participate in the federal Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program in 
any manner not authorized by Chapter 10 (commencing with Section 18900), of Part 6, or by the federal Food 
Stamp Act of 1977 (Public Law 95-113 and all amendments thereto) or the Food and Nutrition Act of 2008 
(7 U.S.C. Sec. 2011 et seq.) 

(2) is guilty of a felony if the face value of the food stamps or the authorizations to participate exceeds nine 
hundred fifty dollars ($950), and shall be punished by imprisonment in the state prison for a 
period of 16 months, two years, or three years, by a fine of not more than five thousand dollars ($5,000), or by 
both that imprisonment and fine, or by imprisonment in the county jail for a period of not more than one year, or 
by a fine of not more than one thousand dollars ($1,000), or by both imprisonment and fine. 
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