
December 23, 2016 

ALL COUNTY LETTER NO. 16-112 

TO: ALL COUNTY WELFARE DIRECTORS 
ALL CALFRESH PROGRAM SPECIALISTS 

SUBJECT: CALFRESH IMPLEMENTATION OF AB 1747: RESTAURANT 
MEALS PROGRAM, CALFRESH OUTREACH AND THE 
EMERGENCY FOOD ASSISTANCE PROGRAM FUND 

REFERENCE: AB 1747 (CHAPTER 290, STATUTES OF 2016); MPP SECTION 
63-102(e)(2)(H)(3); ACIN No. I-31-04 and No. I-71-11; ACL No. 14-
49.

The purpose of this All County Letter (ACL) is to disseminate information and 
instructions to County Welfare Departments (CWDs) regarding the implementation of 
Assembly Bill (AB) 1747 which outlines new requirements for the CalFresh Restaurant 
Meals Program (RMP), CalFresh Outreach and the Emergency Food Assistance 
Program Fund. 

Background 

Effective January 1, 2017, AB 1747, authored by Assembly Member Shirley Weber, 
imposes requirements on public and private postsecondary education institutions 
located in counties that operate a RMP.  Each education institution, defined for this 
purpose as a two or four-year college or university, that operates any qualifying food 
facility on campus would be required to apply to become an authorized food vendor. 
The education institution would also be required to provide contracting food vendors 
with information about the RMP.  Additionally, AB 1747 requires the California 
Department of Social Services (CDSS) to act as the state entity for the receipt of federal 
reimbursement for CalFresh Outreach activities on behalf of state education institutions 
or other state or local agencies.  Lastly, AB 1747 establishes the Public Higher 
Education Pantry Assistance Account in the Emergency Food Assistance Program 
Fund and would require that, upon appropriation by the Legislature, monies in the 
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http://www.dss.cahwnet.gov/lettersnotices/EntRes/getinfo/acl/2014/14-49.pdf
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account be allocated to food banks that support on campus pantries and hunger relief 
efforts that serve low-income students.  
 
CalFresh Restaurant Meals Program 
  
AB 1747 does not change RMP eligibility. Federal law defines which CalFresh 
recipients are eligible to participate in the RMP and use their CalFresh benefits at 
participating restaurants.  These CalFresh recipients include only those who are elderly 
or disabled, the spouse of someone who is elderly or disabled, or a person who is 
homeless.  CalFresh recipients who are not in these categories are not eligible for the 
RMP and RMP eligibility cannot be extended to other household members.    
 
Additionally, AB 1747 does not change the United States Department of Agriculture’s 
(USDA) standards for qualifying as an authorized restaurant.  These standards include: 
serving a geographic area with an eligible homeless, disabled and elderly population; 
offering meals at concessional prices, which include, but are not limited to, low or 
reduced prices, a percentage reduction, a set dollar amount reduction, a daily special 
meal, or an offer of a free food or beverage item; having more than 50 percent of total 
sales in food; and not being an exclusively carry-out facility.  The USDA may have other 
standards as outlined in their Meal Services Application.  
 
AB 1747 does establish general responsibilities for the post-secondary education 
institution, which include:  
 

 If operating a qualifying food facility on campus, the education institution must 
apply with USDA to become an authorized food vendor for the RMP.  The USDA 
defines a “qualifying food facility,” as an entity that sells prepared food and offers 
a low-cost meal option;  
  

 If a food facility operated by the education institution is authorized by USDA to 
participate in the RMP, the education institution must comply with the rules 
established by USDA, inform the CWD of the approval, enter into a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the CWD, and annually inform 
students about the RMP program using materials provided by CDSS, such as the 
attached sample informational notice; and  

 
 Provide annually all on-campus food vendors not operated by the education 

institution with information regarding the RMP, how to apply with USDA to 
become an authorized food vendor and how to enter into an MOU with the CWD.  

 
Post-secondary education institutions located in counties operating a RMP should 
contact their CWD for detailed information regarding the requirements of the county 
MOU, local operations, local signage, etc. before completing the USDA application to 
become an authorized food vendor for the RMP.   
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AB 1747 does not make any changes to the existing general responsibilities of a CWD 
that participates in RMP.  These responsibilities include: 

 Continue to identify households eligible to participate in the RMP;

 Continue to ensure that the Electronic Benefit Transfer (EBT) cards of CalFresh
recipients who are elderly, disabled or homeless are coded to purchase low cost
meals with CalFresh benefits in restaurants which have entered into MOUs with
the CWD for this purpose;

 Inform households eligible to participate in the RMP of the names and addresses
of participating restaurants, including those located on the campus of a post-
secondary education institution;

 Enter into a MOU with the post-secondary education institution or any on-campus
food vendors authorized by USDA to participate in the RMP; and

 Ensure that the RMP indicator code is only applied to the EBT card of RMP-
eligible recipients.

AB 1747 does not make any changes to the existing general responsibilities for all 
CWDs. These responsibilities include:  

 Ensure that the RMP indicator code is applied to the EBT cards of CalFresh
recipients who are elderly, disabled or homeless even if the CWD is not currently
participating in the RMP.

For a general overview of the CalFresh RMP, including clarification regarding 
individuals eligible to participate and more details regarding county responsibilities, 
reference All County Information Notice (ACIN) No. I-31-04 issued on May 21, 2004, 
ACIN No. I-71-11 issued on October 14, 2011 and ACL No. 14-49 issued on August 6, 
2014.   

Commitment to Nutrition Education 
Local education institutions and newly authorized restaurants are reminded of the 
CalFresh program’s commitment to nutrition education and are encouraged to design 
and post signage that promote healthy menu items.  CDSS endorses these steps to 
guide participants to make more healthful choices and use their benefits to purchase 
nutritious offerings.   

RMP Updated Memorandum of Understandings (MOU)  
As stated in Manual of Policies and Procedures (MPP) section 63-102(e)(2)(H)(3), 
before instituting a new RMP, CWDs must submit a written proposal to CDSS for review 
and approval.  The main component of the proposal is the MOU to be used with 
participating restaurants detailing the obligations of both the CWD and the restaurants.  
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CDSS will now require that MOUs include language specifying the requirements of AB 
1747 and detailing obligations of the CWD, restaurants and local post-secondary 
education institutions.  
 
CWDs who have received previous CDSS approval and are currently operating an 
RMP, are required to submit an updated MOU to CDSS by March 1, 2017, for review 
and approval.  Once approved, the new MOU shall be used prospectively as new food 
vendors are approved.    
 
Meals Services Application  
Any qualifying food facility that wishes to participate in the RMP and enter into an MOU 
with the CWD, must submit to USDA an Application for Meal Services (Form FNS-252-
2) in order to become an authorized food vendor. The current Application for Meal 
Services has been included as an attachment to this letter. 
 
RMP Informational Notice 
CDSS has developed a sample RMP Informational Notice to be used for the purposes 
of informing students that an on-campus food vendor has been approved to participate 
in RMP.  The RMP Informational Notice has been included as an attachment to this 
letter. CWDs may customize the RMP Informational Notice to include details specific to 
their RMP.  
 
CalFresh Outreach 
 
AB 1747 requires CDSS to act as the state entity for the receipt of federal 
reimbursement for CalFresh outreach activities on behalf of state education institutions 
or other state or local agencies, subject to certain conditions.  CDSS has taken 
necessary steps to ensure that the Department is able to act in this capacity.  
 
Public Higher Education Pantry Assistance Program 
 
AB 1747 establishes the Public Higher Education Pantry Assistance Program Account 
within the existing Emergency Food Assistance Program Fund and would require that, 
upon appropriations by the Legislature, money in the account be allocated to CDSS for 
allocation to food banks that support on-campus pantry and hunger relief efforts serving 
low-income students.  CDSS has taken necessary steps to establish the Public Higher 
Education Pantry Assistance Program Account. If funds are appropriated in the budget 
for this purpose, CDSS will proceed in allocating funds to food banks as specified. 
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If you have any questions regarding this ACL, please contact your CalFresh County 
Consultant or the CalFresh Policy Bureau at (916) 654-1896.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Original Document Signed By: 
 
TODD R. BLAND 
Deputy Director 
Welfare to Work Division 
 
Attachments 



California Department of Social Services | December 2016 

 
 

CalFresh Restaurant Meals Program 
Now Available on Campus 

 

People who are elderly, disabled or homeless can now use their CalFresh 
benefits to buy prepared foods at approved restaurants on campus. 

 
 
Who is eligible? 
If you are 60+ years old, have a disability, or are person who is homeless, you qualify to use your 
CalFresh benefits to buy prepared food at a participating campus food service establishment. If you 
think you may be eligible, please contact your county CalFresh office so that they can ensure that your 
Electronic Benefit Transfer (EBT) card shows that you are able to buy food at a restaurant.  
 
Why are restaurant meals a good option?  
Restaurant meals can increase your food choices, prevent hunger and illness and improve nutrition.  
Here’s why: 

 If you are elderly and/or have a disability, the restaurant meals program can make purchasing 
food easier if going to the grocery store or preparing food for yourself is difficult, painful or, for 
some, impossible.  

 If you are homeless and don’t have adequate food storage or clean cooking facilities, the 
restaurant meals program may make it easier to keep food safe and prevent food poisoning. 

 
How do I use my EBT card at restaurants?  

 Look for the “EBT Cards Accepted Here” sign. Note that sometimes this sign means only that 
the restaurant accepts EBT card for payments using cash benefits, not CalFresh food benefits. 
It is important to check with the cashier that they accept CalFresh EBT before you order.  

 You may show your EBT card before you order your meal if you would like to make sure that 
your EBT card has been coded to buy food at a restaurant and that you have enough benefits 
on the card to purchase a meal.   

 Then you may order, swipe your card to make the purchase and enjoy your meal!  
 

 
Participating Restaurants on Campus Include: 

 
 
 

[to be filled in by the local education institution]  
 
 
 
 

If you would like to apply for CalFresh go to: www.mybenefitscal.org 

http://www.mybenefitscal.org/

















