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SUBJECT: COST OF LIVING ADJUSTMENT FOR SSI/SSP, EVH, AND APSB RECIPIENTS 

REFERENCE: 

This is to advise you of the status of this year's cost-of-living adjustment 
for SSI/SSP, EVH, and APSB recipients. 

As you are aware, state law provides for a regular cost-of-living adjustment
that is to be effective July 1 of each year. Under normal circumstances, DBP 
would provide SSA and CWDs with the new benefit levels in time for the adjustment 
to be included in the July 1 checks. However, like last year, the Legislature
is considering proposals which, if passed, would revise the amount of the adjust
ment that DBP has calculated. To avoid the confusion of a split adjustment 
as we experienced last year, we are awaiting the outcome of the legislative
considerations before issuing the cost-of-living figures. 

The final cost-of-living figures will be issued through Emergency Regulations. 
We will send counties advance copies of the regulations as soou as they are 
filed with the Secretary of State. 

Counties should proceed to adjust the EVH and APSB grants to reflect the increase 
in Social Security Benefits (OASDI) scheduled for July 1, 1976. However, in 
effecting this change, a few recipients may become ineligible for financial 
assistance. Counties should keep controls on these cases so that they may
be reevaluated as soon as the cost-of-living ::".Lgures c;1re available. SSA will 
be taking the same measures with SSI/SSP cases. 

The attached stuffer explaining the delay in the adjustment will accompany
the July Meci-Cal ID cards to SSI/SSP recipients. The stuffer will also be 
sent in a special mailing at the end of June to SSI/SSP recipients who are 
in Medi-Cal prepaid health plans (PHPs), and to EVH and APSB recipients. The 
stuffer explains that the cost-of-living increase should appear for the first 
time in the ongoing checks issued September 1, However, counties may be able 
to effect the increase before that date in the EVH and APSB Programs. 
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The delay in the cost-of-living increase will also affect Lhe tledi-Cal eligi
hility of some SSI/SSP recipients as reported by SSA through the State Data 
Exchange (SDX) system. This will not cause a problem in July since the July l 
Medi-Cal card issuance will be based on June Title XVI eligibility information. 
To avoid the problem in August and September, the SDX tape file will be tempor
arily reprogrammed to ensure that all indiv'iduals that would be entitled to 
Medi-Cal if the cost-of-l iving increase has been incorporated into the July 1 
checks will continue to receive a Medi-Cal ctird. 

SDX data received ,b)'. (;O.unties in late July and August will indicate those indivi
duals whose Medi-Cal ·e'ligibility has been determined as a result of the above 
special state programming. Counties receiving SDX information by tape should 
refer to Field 74, Position 567, which will contain a one-character alpha 
designator ("Y" or "N"). Counties receiving SDX information by printout should 
refer to the field labeled "Special Eligibility" which will contain a three
character alpha designator ("YES" or "NO"). If the case record reflects either 
"Y" or "YES", the individual is eligible for Medi-Cal and a Medi-Cal card has 
been created. If the record shows "N" or 11 NO", the individual is not eligible
for Medi-Cal and no Medi-Cal ·card has been created. 

If you have any questions concerning this letter, please contact either DBl' 
Adult Program Management Branch at (916) 445-0813, or DOH f!edi-Cal Eligibility
Section at (916) 445-1797. 

Deputy Director 

Department of Benefit Payments 
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LEE fIBL, ,L 
Deputy D rector 
Medi-Cal Div is ion 
Department of Health 

Attachment 

cc: CWDA 

  



NOTICE TO AGfD, BLl JD, i\ND :.JIS/\UL[[) RECIPIENTS 
ANNUAL COST-OF-LIVING ADJUSTMC:NTS 

California stJtc law provides for a cu:::r of Jivin(J Jdjustmcrlt in the St<!!e SupplPn:, nL:!fy P:1)JrJrn (SSP), 
Excess V,duc Home {EVH), and 1\1d tu the Pott:nt1t1llv S('if-Supportinq Gl111d (f\F'SB) Pror;r:rn:s v.,111ch ,,, 
to be effective July ht of each ye..-ir. Tni,; yt\ir tl1e cimrHirl\ of the ,Hlj11St:,1cnt rould nn1 i,c dcterrn1nc;r1 
in time for it to appc:ir 1n your Juiy 1, 191G, check. ·rtit•reforc, the dw1·k you rcn'1v1: th1; month v.'11! 
be cithL•r for the sunw Jn1ount thJt you recr:iv1:d \Jst month, or tnJy ev,:n lH! less ii you hJve hall an 
increJsc in other income such as Social S0curity Ucncf1ts. 

This year's cost-of-living increase should he included in vour Scpteinlicr 1, 197G, d12ck. You will alw 
receive a separate check to cover ,;1ny ir,creJse thJt you should have receivco in July and Al1gust 1976. 
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AVISO A LOS OUE RECIBEN ASISTENCIA COMO ANCIANOS, CIEGOS, E INCAP!,CITADOS 
AJUSTE ANUAL POR EL COSTO DE LA VIDA 

La Icy cstatal de CJlifornia r,irovee quc se ajustan per el costo d.:i la vida !cs t,ondicios d2 !os progiarnas 
siguicntr:s: State Supplcment.:irv ProgrJm (SSP, o seci, cl programJ c..:tat2I suDlernr;ntar1oi, E."'.C(:ss \l31Le 
Horne (E:VH, o sea, cJsa de vJ!or exces1vu) y A<d to the PotentiJJ/V SC'if-Suµport1nq 8!;nd /1APSB, 0 secJ, 
ayuda a \os cicaos que pmib\emente pueden mantcnt.:r\e por si misrn01l. lo C'.JJi torna:·cl !ur)ar el 1 oe 
julio de cad<l aFio. f:'.J.tC ai1o no sc purJiuon dr;t,_·rminJr c1 tie:rnro ia cant1dJd do.:/ ajcSte pJrJ que se 
ref!ejara en su chef]UC de! 1 de jul10 tfo 1970. Par !o tanto el cheque auc recibe est.::, mes SPri3 para la 
rnisma cantidud que recib.;6 el mes pci:,ado, o ser.:i aun menos si ha recibido un aumento en los otros 
ingresos tales coma los bcneficios de seguro social. 

Es:te aiio se debe inc!uir el aumento de! costo de la vida en ::u cheque de! 1 de septiembre de 19713. 
Tambien rccibir3 un cheque aparte para compensar cualquicr aumento que deb(a haber rec1b1do durante 
julio y agosto de 1976. 
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June 14, 1976 

ALL-COUNTY LETTER NO. 76-83 

TO: ALL COUNTY WELFARE DIRECTORS

SUBJECT: AUDIT RESPONSE CHANGES

RE FERENCE: 

Fe.deral audits of county food stamp operations have, in the past, assumed low 
priority at federa.1, state, and county levels fr; the administration of the 
program. \\lith the growj_ng emphasis on improving the efficiency and effectiveness 
of the Food Stamp Program, the concern over complying 'i:-.rith audit recommendations 
has likewise grown dramatically. It is, therefore, our intention to develop
individual county Program Improvement Plans (PIP) which outline the compliance 
necessary to expedite closure of all very recent and future food stamp audits. 

The food stamp field analyst assigned to your county will he contacting you 
to assist in formulation of such a plan. Close coordination between our respective 
offices should facilitate the_ implementation of whatever steps are nec.essary 
to satisfy program improvement as defined by the audit. 

We look forward to working with you. 

Sincerely, 

ts-
KYLE S. Mc i.....¥--

Deputy Director 

cc: CWDA 
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