
STATE OF CALIFORNIA-HEALTH AND WELFARE AGENCY 

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES 
744 P Street, Sacramento, CA 95814 

June 19, 1990 

ALL-COUNTY LETTER NO. 90-51 

TO: ALL COUNTY WELFARE DIRECTORS 
ALL FOOD STAMP COORDINATORS 

SUBJECT: FOOD STAMP EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING (FSET) PROGRAM PLAN 
UPDATE FOR FEDERAL FISCAL YEAR 1991 

REFERENCE: MPP 63-407 
ALL-COUNTY LETTER NO. 89-64 

The purpose of this letter is to provide Counties with FSET 
Program plan guidelines for Federal Fiscal Year (FFY) 1991. The 
Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) requires the State Department 
of Social Services (SDSS) to update our State FSET plan for 
FFY 1991. 

The update to your FSET plan for FFY 1991 must include the 
following completed tables (see Attachments I through VI and 

·refer to All-County Letter No. 89-64 for specific instructions):

Table .1 Estimated Participant Level 
Table 2 Estimated FSET Placement Level 
Table 3 Summary of Interagency Coordination for the FSET 

Program 
Table 4 Operating Budget 
Table 5 Planned Fiscal Year Cost 
Table 6 Work Registrant Population 

All Counties submitted plans for both FFY 1990 and 1991 in August 
of last year. The completed tables and any applicable changes to 
your proposed 1991 plan will constitute your plan update. 

If you plan to add or delete a component or change contractors, 
you must make changes to pertinent pages in your current plan 
for FFY 1991. If your County is geographically excluded and 
plans to continue in that status for FFY 1991 you must submit a 
request that includes any applicable updates to the one submitted 
for FFY 1990. If you want to request a geographic exclusion or 
plan to begin operating a program in FFY 1991, refer to 
All-County Letter No. 89-64 for instructions. 
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Funding _for_the FSET Program 

The FNS has notified the SDSS of the State's 100 percent Federal 
allocation for the administrative cost of the program totaling 
$8,216,530 for FFY 1991. This a mount exceeded our estimate for 
FFY 1991 by $911,533. Attachment VII reflects this increase and 
includes your County's estimated share of the 100 percent 
Federal, and 50 percent Federal/25 percent State/25 percent 
funding authority based on your County's percent to total of the 
statewide nonassistance food stamp caseload. 

Final allocations will be determined based on proposed County 
program modifications and the final number of Counties approved 
by FNS to operate an FSET Program. The normal 50 percent 
Federal/25 percent State/25 percent County budget remains at $1.6 
million total. The State 25 percent share for program cost may 
be subject to reduction based on available funds. Program 
expenditures in excess of the 100 percent Federal allocation and 
the 50/25/25 allocation can be funded, at County option, with 50 
percent Federal/50 percent County funds. The FNS has informed us 
that all fund requests, particularly requests for additional 
administration funds at the 50 percent Federal expendit1re level 
must be accurate and justifiable. At the end of FFY 1991, 100 
percent Federal funds not claimed will be redistributed to offset 
50 percent Federal/25 percent State/25 percent County 
expenditures based on the percentage of nonassistance food stamp 
recipients in each County. 

Federal Performance Standards 

The FNS performance standard in FFY 1991 is at the 50 percent 
level. For the first two quarters of FFY 1991 ( October 1, 1990 
through March 31, 1991) the Secretary of Agriculture has 
maintained the current method of calculating the performance 
standards based on a percentage of registrants who are expected 
to participate and who: (1) actually do participate or (2) are 
sanctioned for nonparticipation. The FNS has informed us that 
the performance standard system will change from process-based to 
outcome-based in April 1991. The FNS will publish proposed rules 
on the outcome-based standards in June 1990. We will notify you 
of the effect of these standards as soon as possible. 
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Plan Amendments 

As a reminder, you must submit a plan amendment to SDSS when any 
significant changes are to be made to your FSET program during 
the operation of an approved FSET plan. The amendment must be 
approved by FNS before implementing the changes. You may be 
liable for costs associated with the implementation of a 
requested amendment if implementation occurs prior to approval by 
FNS. The following are examples of changes that would require a 
formal amendment to your plan: 

o Major change in components (e.g., adding or deleting
workfare). 

o Change in the amount of expenditures expected to exceed the
100 percent FSET grant level. 

o Change in the method of paying participant reimbursement.
o Change in local program locations (offices). 

The plan amendment must include an explanation of the proposed 
change(s) as well as page changes to the appropriate sections of 
your FSET plan. Prior to implementing a change, you should 
contact your GAIN and Employment Services Operation Bureau 
Consultant to verify whether your proposal requires a plan
change. 

County Plan Updates and Amendments 

All Counties currently operating a program must complete Tables 
through 6. Counties choosing to change their geographic 
exclusion status must refer to All-County Letter No. 89-64 for 
instructions. 

Please send three copies of your tables, and plan amendments if 
applicable, by July 16, 1990 to: 

GAIN and Employment Services Policy Bureau 
744 P Street, M.S. 6-138 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
Attn: Greg Huerta 

If you have any questions, please have your staff contact your 
GAIN and Employment Services Operations Consultant at 
(916) 324-6962. 

J)__:_) . Ii,/ 

DENNIS , • BO� 
Deputy Director 

Attachments 

cc: CWDA 
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