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The pur pose of this letter is to provi d e informati on to the County 

Welfar e Departments (CWDs) concern ing the implementation  of two Food 

Stamp regula t ion changes. The following d escribes the two changes 

which are the ad d ition of the homeless standard shelter allowa nce 

(M. S. 63-502.35 and 63-1 1 01 .27) and a change to the d isaster 

assistanc e regulati ons (M. S. 63-900.55(d )). 

 

Homeless Stand ard Shelter Allowance (M. S. 63-502.35 and 63-1 1 01 .27) 

 

The homeless stand ard shelter allowanc e i s av ailable to homeless 

households tha t ar e not receiv ing free housing for an entire  

calend ar month. The household is entitled to this allowanc e i f the 

household  incurs, or reasonably expects to incur shelter  costs 

dur ing a month. No v erifi cation of shelter costs is requir ed for 

the household to receiv e this a llowanc e. If the household cla ims 

the homeless stand ard shelter allowance, separa te utility costs ma y 

not be claimed sinc e a utility cost component has been included in 

thi s a llowance. 

 

The curr ent homeless stand ard shelter allowanc e is $128 and will be 

ad justed annually on Oc tober 1 . A household may recei ve a higher 

shelter d eduction i.f the household prov ides verification of hi gher 

costs. If a household d oes not incur or cannot reasonably expect to 

incur shelter costs durin g the month , the household is not eli gible 

for the allowanc e. 

 

Di saster Assistanc e (M.S. 63-900.55(d )) 

 

Curren tly, the amount of the emer gency coupon allotment a household 

rec eiv es after  a  d isa ster  is based  upon  the emergency coupon    

i ssuance tabl es and household size. This section has been amend ed 

to allow this amount to be supplemented with ad d itional assistanc e 

to cover the actual cost of replacin g food lost in a d isaster , up to 

th e ma x imum monthly allotment amount for that particular household 

size. This supplemen t i s av ailable to household s receiv ing Food 

Stamp benefits for the first time and to continuing household s. 
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Fed eral r egul ation ma nd 2tes a Febr ua ry 1 , 1 992 im pl emen ta t ion d a te. 
CWDs ar e requ ired to im pl emen t these changes beg inn ing M ar ch 1 , 1 992 
for a l l n ew Food Stam p appli cat ions. For con t in ui n g cases , CWDs  
sha l l restor e benef i ts back to Febr u a ry 1 , 1 992 or the d a te of 

a p pli cat ion , whi ch ev er occ u r red later. A n y househol d en t i tled to a 

restor a t ion shal l h av e tha t restora t ion m ad e u pon req uest by th e  

ho usehold , at recer t i ficati on , when the c a se i s n ex t rev iewed or 

when the CWD bec om es awa re a rev iew i s n eed ed , whi ch ev er oc cur s 

first. 
 

If you ha v e an y qu est i ons concern ing the h omeless stand ard shelter 

a llowa nc e, please con ta ct Mi chele Car ot ti of th e Food Stamp Progr a m 

Bur eau a t (916) 554-1 405. Qu esti ons conc ern in g the d isa ster 

a ssi stan ce shou ld be d irected to M icha el Jon es of the Food Stam p 

Progr am Bur eau a t (91 5) 654-1065. 
 

 

doft 
Deputy Direc tor 




