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SUBJECT: WAIVER OF THE ABLE-BJDIED ADULT WITHOUl' DEPENPEN1'S (AlW'ID) w::>RK 
REQUIREMENT 

On January 31, 1997, the California Departllent of Social Services (COSS) 
requested a waiver of the food sump work requirement for able-bodied food stamp 
recipients fran the U.S. Departllent of Agriculture in counties with an 
unemployment rate of ov-er 10 pez:cent. Federal guidelines pennit a state 
requesting a waiver on this basis to request and implerent the waiver without 
further Federal approval. 

Based on further discussions and input frcm the counties and other interested 
stakeholders, CDSS is seeking Federal approval of an expanded waiver of this work 
requir:euent on a statewide basis through August 31, 1997. This waiver would 
prmride counties additional tine to infann the iitpacted population about eligible 
work-related activities, and to obtain assistance fran etployers and ccmrunity 
organizations in prmriding activities which 'WOuld enable individuals to ireet the 
ABllWD work requirerrent. 

While CDSS is awaiting approval of this expanded waiver, counties should not 
deny eligibility to those who have failed or who fail to satisfy the ABI\WD work 
requirenent for three or nore m:mths. Such cases should be flagged for 
discontinuance in the event that the waiver re:iuest is not approved. Benefits 
shall not be restored during this interim period to individuals already denied 
eligibility on March 1, 1997 for not xreeting the ABi\WD work requirerent. Counties
should also flag the cases of those who apply for food sumps or are recertified 
during this interim tine period and who would otherwise be subject to the ABAWD 
work requir:euent. If the ABAWD waiver request is denied, counties will need to 
take innecliate action in tracking recipient crnpliance with the ABAWD -work 
requirerrent and in denying eligibility to those who have failed to xreet this 
reguirenent for three or nore m:mths. If the ABI\WD waiver is approved, counties 
will need to take innecliate action to restore the benefits to those individuals 
denied food stanp eligibility on March 1, 1997 for not ireeting the ABl\WD work 
reguirenent. 

 



CDSS will notify the counties once review of this expanded waiver request has 
been canpleted by the U.S. Departrrent of Agriculture. If you have any questions, 
please contact your Employnent Operations analyst at (916) 657-3403. 
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